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Tell el-Kerkh in Northwest Syria from a Geological Perspective

Ken-ichiro HISADA
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Tell el-Kerkh is a Neolithic mega-site located in the Rouj Basin, northwestern Syria. In order to
investigate the background of the settlement, a survey of the natural environment focusing on the
geology around the site was undertaken. The Rouj Basin corresponds to a graben-like syncline
located at the northern end of the graben and was probably an environment where spring water
was easily obtained. Cenozoic limestone is distributed around the Rouj Basin, but resources suitable
for stone tools were not found around the site. It is highly likely that rocks from the “Bassit
ophiolite” north of Latakia were used as gemstones for ornaments. “Bassit ophiolite” consists of
serpentinite, mafic igneous rock, and other crystalline rocks. The site of Tell el-Kerkh was not rich in
raw materials for stone tools and ornaments, and these were possibly acquired through trade and

exchange.
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