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Diversity in the Process of Neolithization in the Levant:
A View from Obsidian Exchange

Osamu MAEDA
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The process of neolithization in the Levant has been understood as a spread of the PPNB culture
from a single origin in the middle Euphrates region, through which a Neolithic package, including
early farming, large-scale settlements, rectangular buildings, lithic technology using a naviform
method, uniformly diffused to the rest of the Levant. However, recent studies have emphasized
regional differences and diversity in this process. Obsidian provenance studies also demonstrate
diversity in the exchange patterns of obsidian within and between local regions and indicate the
existence of complex exchange networks, which is opposed to the simple scenario of monolithic

diffusion of neolithization.
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