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Archaeological Survey of Cemeteries in Ramallah-Nablus (Palestinian Territories)

Takuma NAGAO
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There is limited archaeological research or published results on the Palestinian territories,
especially in regard to cemeteries of the late Second Temple period, compared to other sites. To
mitigate this field surveys of five sites located between Ramallah and Nablus were undertaken. The
results show that the Aboud and Khirbet Kurqush cemeteries were most likely dated to the Roman
and Byzantine periods, after the Late Second Temple Period. Conversely, the Sinjil cemetery was
difficult to date, and the existence of cemeteries at Tell en-Nasbeh and Ain Siniya could not be
confirmed. Since three of the large cemeteries in the Palestinian territories are from the Roman
period, it is likely that cemeteries between Ramallah and Nablus were not built until after the fall of
the Second Temple.
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