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Transformation of the Workers’ Organization during the Construction of the Pyramid Complexes of Pepy | and

Il in the Sixth Dynasty
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Analysis of the composition ratio of the masons’ marks throughout the Old Kingdom reveals the distinctive features in the
Sixth Dynasty material. High official names and titles appeared quite frequently in material from Pepy I’s pyramid and many
masons’ marks comprising one letter were used in Pepy II’s pyramid. Research on the meaning and function of these masons’
marks exposed two types; the signature of high officials who supervised construction work, and marks that showed the desti-
nation of the building stones in the pyramid complex. The standardization of pyramid construction affected its organization
environment. Furthermore, it is suggested that the unprecedented reorganization of workers was undertaken by transferring

construction leadership from the royal family to high officials in order to facilitate efficiency.
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HEIFIX b
Dobrev vol./fig. Cat.No. B s & & T e 5%

96/1 1 pyramid south 6 backing in situ
96/2 1 wall south 3 backing in situ
96/3 1 wall south south 3 coating in situ
96/4 1 wall south south 2 coating in situ
96/5 1 pyramid south 12 core(1) in situ
96/6 A 1 pyramid south backing
96/7 1 pyramid south 6 backing in situ
96/8 2 wall south backing opposite ofFig.9
96/9 2 wall south backing opposite ofFig.8
96/10 2 wall south north 2 coating in situ
98/1 3 pyramid west x+3 core(1) in situ
96/11 1 pyramid west x+2 core(1) in situ
96/12 1 wall south south 1 backing in situ
96/13 1 wall south south 2 backing in situ
96/14 2 pyramid north 7 backing ? in situ
96/15 B 3 pyramid south 9 core(1) in situ
98/2 4 pyramid west 9 backing in situ
98/3 5 pyramid west x+2 backing in situ
98/4 5 pyramid west 10 backing in situ
98/5 6 pyramid west 8 backing in situ
96/16 1 pyramid south-west corner backing
96/17 1 pyramid south backing
96/18 1 pyramid south backing
96/19 1 pyramid west 4 backing Dobrev1998 (& T
98/6 1 pyramid west 4 backing HA B & BRER
96/20 C 2 pyramid north 2 filling
98/7 2 pyramid west 5 filling next to Fig.28
98/8 2 pyramid west 5 filling next to Fig.27
96/21 3 pyramid west x+5 core(1) in situ
98/9 5 pyramid west 5 backing in situ
98/10 6 wall south 1 backing in situ
96/22 1 pyramid west x+4 core(1) in situ
96/23 1 wall south south 2 backing in situ
96/24 2 pyramid / wall south backing
96/25 3 pyramid south 7 core(1) in situ
96/26 D 4 pyramid south 6 core(1) in situ
96/27 5 pyramid west x+1 core(1) in situ
96/28 6 pyramid west x+5 core(1) in situ
96/29 7 pyramid north 2 backing in situ
98/11 8 pyramid west x+3 core(1) in situ
98/12 9 pyramid west 6 filling in situ
96/30 1 pyramid south 5 backing in situ
96/31 2 pyramid west 5 core(1) in situ
96/32 £ 3 pyramid east 8 backing in situ
98/13 3 pyramid west 3 backing
98/14 4 pyramid west 6 backing in situ
98/15 5 pyramid west 1 backing in situ
98/16 1 pyramid south
98/17 2 pyramid west
98/18 3 pyramid west x+3 core(1) in situ
98/19 4 pyramid north 1 backing in situ
98/20 5 wall south 2 backing in situ
98/21 F 6 pyramid east
98/22 7 pyramid west x+6 core(1) in situ
98/23 8 wall south 2 backing in situ
98/24 9 pyramid west 2 backing in situ
98/25 10 pyramid north 4 filling in situ
98/26 11 pyramid south 1 backing in situ
98/27 12 pyramid west 3 backing in situ
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