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Wine Trade in the Eastern Mediterranean World in the Hellenistic Period: A View from Egypt
Yoshiyuki SUTO
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Vast number of diagnostic amphora handles excavated from various sites in the eastern Mediterranean eloquently testifies
the remarkable intensity of the wine trade in the Hellenistic period. The mechanism that promoted this flourishing wine trade,
however, has not yet been elucidated. It is now difficult to explain the diffusion of Mediterranean wine throughout Egypt
merely through the relationship between supply and demand, since papyrological as well as archaeological evidence strongly
indicates that sufficient wine was produced in Egypt under Ptolemaic rule. This paper suggests that the development of major
centers of maritime commerce in the south-eastern Aegean, the traditional gateway between Egypt and Greece, and the es-
tablishment of a cultural value for the wine of Mediterranean origin contributed to the intensification of wine trade in the

Hellenistic period.
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