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Funerary Broad Collars of the Middle Kingdom in Ancient Egypt:
Consideration in Selecting Grave Goods from Comparison of Unearthed Objects and Iconography
Seria YAMAZAKI
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In the Middle Kingdom, various personal ornaments were used as grave goods. Among them, broad collars were often
painted on coffins and many other funerary objects. This paper aims to reveal selection of grave goods using comparison be-
tween unearthed broad collars and iconography. The results indicated that broad collars were closely related to royalty and
few people possessed them in the Middle Kingdom. Probably, selectivity and possession of broad collars were influenced by
political factors. Moreover, this paper revealed that royal broad collars resembled iconography showing ideal form and col-
ors. Non-royal broad collars were quite different-which suggests that broad collars were obtainable through government dis-

tribution channels. In other words, royalty restricted access to broad collars. Therefore it signifies that selection of grave

goods in the Middle Kingdom was not performed freely but under state control to some extent.
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