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A Study of Bronze Artefacts from Central Anatolia during the Assyrian Colony Period
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It is well known that the trade between AsSur and Kanes$ (Kiiltepe) was actively carried out by people of AsSur during ca.
1930 BC to ca. 1750 BC. This period is known as the so-called “Assyrian Colony period” in Anatolian historical terms. Be-
sides textiles, one of the most important trade goods was tin necessary for making bronze, an alloy of copper and tin. Textiles
from Babylonia and tin brought from elsewhere were re-exported from AsSur to Kanes, a historical fact supported by textural
evidence from Kiiltepe-Kanes. Although copper was a natural product in Anatolia, there is no textural evidence that copper
was exported from Anatolia to AsSur; but it is texturally known that copper was traded internally within Anatolia.

Focusing on this trade, this study aims at examining bronze objects from sites in central Anatolia, where people from AsSur
resided and were engaged in trade. The examination itself will be made through a functional and typological classification
proposed by the writer. The provenance of bronze objects confirmed through excavations suggests that in many cases, they
were of practical use as well as in widespread and common use rather than specific objects made for ritual and burial. This is
a period called the Middle Bronze Age in archaeological terms. Still problematical is the source of tin concerned with this
trade and, this should be discussed prior to the examination of central Anatolian bronze objects dating to this period. Natu-

rally, sources of copper in Anatolia are of a matter which should be clearly explained in addition to the tin problem.
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