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Three Worked Sheep Astragali Excavated from
Ak Beshim and Traditional Kyrgyz Game, Chuko
Masashi ABE and Saiji ARAI
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This paper introduces three worked sheep astragali excavated from a Qara Khan layer (late 10th century) at Ak Beshim in

the Kyrgyz Republic. This paper suggests that these worked astragali were probably used as throwing pieces in a game re-

sembling the modern traditional Kyrgyz game, Chuko. The history of game similar to Chuko, probably goes back to the early

1* millennium AD in Kyrgyz at the latest and 9th millennium BC in Eurasia.
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