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Archaeological Interpretation of Clay Cobra Figurines:
Based on the Study of Objects from Akoris
Tetsu HANASAKA
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This paper will focus on clay cobra figurines unearthed from Akoris in Middle Egypt. In total we have more than 600
figurines of the same type which have been recovered from Egypt and the Levant. It is possible to date them from the late
New Kingdom to the early Third Intermediate Period. These figurines from the various sites are shaped roughly by hand and
have some common features in their size and method of manufacture: the vertical-body part and the horizontal-base were
modeled separately and put together later. From the archaeological analysis of 275 figurines from Akoris, it is suggested that
the clay cobra figurines could be votive/ritual objects used by local residents. It does not seem that these figurines were made
to signify a particular deity, although some deities are nominated as the identities of these figurines. It is presumed that these
clay cobra figurines could be private/domestic/household votive/ritual objects providing the people with on-demand benefits

such as harvest, healthy living, healing and protection from evil.

Key-word: Clay cobra figurine, Akoris, private/household religion/belief, votive/ritual objects, Late New Kingdom/Third

Intermediate period
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25 BC | 0000 550 530 m] O o o o oo O ] S03w-B
26 BC | 0000 558 4.25 0 O o X o 0 O O S07C
27 BC | 0000 567 4.98 3.58 O o ) o O O 0 S09K
28 BC | 0000 5.75 4.61 0 0 o o 0 0 O SO04E
29 BC | 0000 5.79 4.97 O O o o o O 0 ] S05B
30 BC | 0000 5.80 6.08 278 O o o o oo 0 O S09K
31 BC | 0000 5.80 4.42 3.10 0 o o o O 0 ] S04C
32 BC | 0000 5.80 570 3.60 0 o o o O 0 O S10L
33 BC | 0000 5.95 543 O o o o O O ] S09K
34 BC | 0000 5.98 4.54 0 0 o o o 0 0 O S04D
85 4-5 BC | 0000 5.98 434 340 O o o o 0ogd 0 ] S05C, D
36 BC | 0000 6.00 5.00 3.20 O o o o O O 0 WestT35
37 BC | 0000 6.20 550 0 O o o o O 0 ] S07B
38 BC | 0000 6.25 7.93 0 O o o o O 0 O S05B
39 BC | 0000 6.26 6.22 0 0 o o o O 0 0 S06l
40 BC | 0000 6.36 5.05 0 0 o o o 0 0 O S03e-B
41 BC | 0000 6.36 4.77 O O o o o O 0 ] S06wI
42 BC | 0000 6.38 4.78 ] O o o o O 0 O oo
43 BC | 0000 6.39 5.09 3.30 0 o o o O O ] WsetOKM
44 BC | 0000 6.43 4.19 1.90 O o o o O 0 O WestOKM
45 BC | 0000 6.50 520 0 O o o o | O 0 S04B
46 BC | 0000 6.52 5.67 2.60 O o o o O O O S06D
47 BC | 0000 6.55 6.50 2.82 0 o o o O 0 ] S06D
48 BC | 0000 6.56 5.82 3.10 0 o o o oo O O S05C
49 4-6 BC | 0000 6.59 5169 5.38 0 o o o O 0 ] WestOKM
50 BC | 0000 6.64 5.15 3.19 O o ) o oo O O S09K
51 BC | 0000 6.70 510 3.90 O o o o O O 0 S10L
52 BC | 0000 6.77 545 O O o o o oo O O S07C
53 BC | 0000 6.80 6.00 3.00 0 o o o O O ] WestOKM
54 BC | 0000 6.83 4.35 0 x o o o O 0 O oo
55 4-7 BC | 0000 6.90 6.53 4.86 O o ) o O O 0 WsetOKM
56 BC | 0000 6.94 557 0 O o o o oo O O S07C
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No. | No. oo 00 O gooo 0o oo oo oo 0 oo 0o 00 ooo
57 BC | 0000 7.00 6.30 0 O o o o O O 0 S04C0 050
58 BC | 0000 7.09 5.62 0 O o o o 0 0 O SO04E
59 BC | 0000 7.10 515 O O o X o O O ] S07C
60 BC | 0000 7.10 6.00 4.80 O o o o O 0 O S10L
61 BC | 0000 7.16 4.67 O O o o o O 0 ] S08K
62 BC | 0000 718 6.13 0 O o o o O O O WestT17
63 4-8 BC | 0000 718 5.73 5.20 O o o o O O ] S04B0 050
64 BC | 0000 7.22 4.24 0 O o o o O 0 O S03e-E
65 BC | 0000 7.23 5.16 O O o o o O O ] S06J
66 BC | 0000 7.28 4.96 O O o o o O 0 O S03w-F
67 BC | 0000 731 6.13 00 O o o o O 0 ] oo
68 BC | 0000 731 4.84 0 O o x o 0 O O S07C
69 BC | 0000 7.32 4.98 0 0 o o o 0 0 0 o 4 |S07C
70 BC | 0000 7.36 5.28 0 0 o o o 0 0 O S07C
71 BC | 000OO 742 472 O O o o o O 0 ] SO7E
72 BC | 0000 747 4.55 ] O o o o O 0 O S07C
73 BC | 0000 748 5.05 00 O o o o O O ] S05C, D
74 4-9 BC | 0000 748 5.20 3.96 0 o o o O O O o 2 | S09K
75 BC | 0000 752 6.06 0 O o o o O O 0 S07C
76 BC | 0000 756 3.80 3.92 O o o o O O O 0S4E
7 BC | 0000 7.63 4.82 3.09 O o o o O O ] S09K
78 BC | 0000 7.67 4.79 3.66 0 o o o O 0 O S09K
79 | 410 | BC | 0000 5 578 3.00 0 o o o oo 0 ] o 2 |S03e-C
80 BC | 0000 7.78 551 0 O o o o O O O S03e-C
81 BC | 0000 7.79 4.46 3.71 O o o o O O 0 S09K
82 BC | 0000 7.83 4.86 3.00 O o o o O O O S06wJ
83 | 412 | BC | 000O0O 7.94 421 2.80 x o o o O O ] S05A, B
84 BC | 0000 7.96 4.99 ] O o o o O 0 O oo
85 BC | 0000 8.02 6.99 0 O o o o 0 0 0 o 2 |SO7E
86 BC | 0000 8.08 5.46 0 O o o o oo O O SO04E
87 BC | 0000 8.14 4.60 2.30 0 o o o O 0 0 S06l
88 BC | 00O0OO 8.22 539 O O o o o O 0 O S04D
89 BC | 0000 8.26 541 O O o o o O O ] S03w-E
90 BC | 0000 8.27 4.76 3.29 0 o o o O 0 O S09K
91 BC | 0000 8.30 5.00 0 O o o o O O 0 S08K
92 BC | 0000 8.38 7.84 O O o o o O O O WestAB
93 | 411 | BC | 0000 8.45 6.42 324 0 o o o 0d O 0 o 2 |SO4E
94 BC | 0000 8.45 4.69 470 O o o o oo O O S06wJ
95 BC | 0000 8.50 4.60 2.30 0 o o o O 0 ] o1 |WestT2
9% | 413 | BC | 0000 851 559 5.70 0 o o o O 0 O S04C
97 BC | 0000 853 443 O O o o o O O ] S07C
98 BC | 0000 8,57 5.06 342 O o o o 0 0 O S04D
99 BC | 0000 8.60 5.28 ] O o X o 0 0 ] S07B
100 BC | 0000 8.61 5.65 3.69 O o o o O O O S09K
101 BC | 0000 871 5.26 O X o o o O 0 ] S05C
102 BC | 0000 8.88 5.69 261 0 o o o O 0 O S06J
103 BC | 0000 8.96 5.73 0 O o o o O O 0 S07C
104 BC | 0000 9.69 519 0 O o o o oo 0 O S07B
105 BC | 0000 9.75 6.68 2.79 O o o o O O ] S09K
106 BC | 0000 9.89 510 O O o o o O O O S08K
107 BC | 0000 10.09 521 ] O o o o O 0 ] S05D
108 BC | 0000 10.40 6.44 0 O o o o O 0 O S07B
109 BC | 0000 10.50 717 0 O o o o oo O 0 WestT26
110 BC | 0000 10.90 5.20 0 O o o o O O O S04B
111 | 316 | BC | 0000 12,51 8.11 2.78 O o o o O 0 ] S09K

BC oo 8.22 540 3.52

112 C oooo 3.90 4.65 183 0 O O o 0 O O S04C0 050
113 C |0000 481 4.43 O 0 ] 0 o oo O O So6l
114 C |0000 5.32 6.81 0 O O 0 o oo 0 O S04C0 050
115 C |0000 5185 572 O O O O o oo O ] SO06E
116 C | 0000 5.79 563 ] O O O o O O O S061
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117 C oooo 592 6.85 228 0 0 0 o 0 O 0 SO04E
118 C oooo 7.63 5.69 0 0 0 0 o O 0 O S03w-G

Cc oo 6.17 597 2.28
119 CD | 0000 582 3.30 O 0 ] O o 0 o O S06J
120 CD | 0000 6.89 6.08 O 0 O O o O o 0 SO7F
121 CD | 0000 743 4.49 O 0 0 O o 0 o O S08K
122 CD | 0000 7.67 4.03 0 O O 0 o O o O S05D
123 CD | 0000 7.70 411 O O 0 O o O o O S07C
124 CD | 0000 7.80 3.95 2.30 O O O o O o O S09K
125 CD | 0000 8.18 4.28 O 0 00 O o O o O SO07F
126 CD | 0000 851 517 O 0 O O o O o 0 SO04E
127 CD | 0000 871 550 O 0 0 0 o O o 0 SO7E
128 CD | 0000 8.97 5.03 201 O O 0 o O o O WestOKM
129 | 51 | CD | 00O0O0O 9.18 522 2.65 O O O o O o O S09K
130 CD | 0000 9.40 4.86 2.30 0 O O o 0 o 0 S04B
131 CD | 0000 9.85 491 O 0 00 O o O o O S06wJ
132 CD | 0000 10.06 5.82 211 0 O O o O o 0 o 4 oo
133 CD | 0000 10.46 5.45 0 0 0 0 o 0 o 0 S08K

CD oo 8.44 4.81 227
134 D | 0000 413 318 150 0 0 0 0 O o 0 S08K
135 D | 0000 417 3.56 O 0 O 0 0 O o O S05B
136 D | 0000 522 4.33 2.00 0 0 0 O 0 o O S04B
137 D | 0000 651 3.82 O 0 0 0 O O o 0 S07C
138 | 53 D | 0000 651 4.27 1.98 0 0 0 0 O o oo o 2 |S09K
139 D | 0000 751 391 O 0 0 0 O O o O SO07E
140 | 52 D | 0000 8.30 513 228 0 0 0 O 0 o 0 SO04E

D oo 6.05 4.03 194
141 DE | 0000 291 254 0 0 0 0 O 0 o oo S06G
142 DE | 00O0O0O 297 374 4.58 O O O O O o oo SO7E
143 DE | 0000 321 4.99 372 0 0 0 O O o oo o 1 |S04B0 050
144 DE | 0000 3.27 3.38 431 0 0 0 O O o oo S07C
145 DE | 0000 341 3.75 5155 0 O 0 O 0 o oo SO07F
146 DE | 0000 3.85 3.80 413 0 0 0 O O o oo S04C0 050
147 DE | 0000 393 4.24 551 O ] ] O 0 o oo WestT37
148 DE | 00O0O0O 4.20 350 O O O O O O o oo S04C0 050
149 DE | 0000 421 341 0O 0 0 0 0 O o ooo S04C
150 DE | 0000 4.37 351 4.56 0 0 0 0 O o ooo SO04E
151 DE | 0000 455 4.53 5.35 0 O 0 O O o oo S04B0 050
152 DE | 0000 455 511 0 0 0 0 O O o oo S06wJ
153 DE | 0000 459 3.98 5.88 O ] 0 O 0 o 0o SO06E
154 DE | 00O0O0O 4.71 4.55 401 O O O O O o oo S06wJ
185 DE | 0000 471 4.75 0O 0 O 0 0 O o oo S06wJ
156 DE | 0000 471 4.80 5.68 0 0 0 O O o oo SO7E
157 DE | 0000 476 4.54 2.60 0 O 0 O 0 o 0 S09RoomJ
158 DE | 0000 4.95 3.89 3.66 0 0 0 O O o O S09K
159 DE | 00O0O0O 5.30 4.50 450 O ] 0 O O o oo o 1 |SI10L
160 DE | 00O0O0O 5.36 411 O 0 H] O O O o oo WestAB
161 DE | 0000 540 4.18 O 0 0 0 O O o oo SO04E
162 DE | 0000 542 3.07 0 0 0 0 O O o oo S05C
163 DE | 0000 542 4.53 4.58 0 O 0 O 0 o oo S08K
164 DE | 0000 545 545 0 0 0 0 O O o oo S05C
165 DE | 00O0O0O 5.56 378 501 O ] O O O o oo SO04E
166 DE | 00O0O0O 5.56 3.87 O O O O O O o ooo S05C
167 DE | 0000 5.62 3.66 O 0 0 0 0 O o oo oo
168 DE | 0000 572 370 O 0 0 0 O O o oo S04C
169 | 54 | DE | 0000 5.76 4.92 Yo 0 O 0 O O o oo S09K
170 DE | 0000 579 4.68 515 0 0 0 O O o oo S06G
171 DE | 00O0O0O 5.80 434 O O ] ] O O o oo S07C
172 DE | 0000 5.80 4.30 4.50 O O O O O o oo WestT33
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No. | No. oo 00 O oooo oo oo oo oo 0 oo 0o 00 ooo
173 DE | 0000 6.00 4.00 O 0 O 0 O 0 o oo S03w-B
174 DE | 0000 6.00 4.31 3.33 0 0 0 0 O o oo S09D
175 DE | 00O0O0O 6.10 377 O O O O O O o oo S08K
176 DE | 00O0O0O 6.10 3.30 4.50 O O O O O o oo S10M
177 DE | 0000 6.24 421 O 0 0 0 O O o oo S06wJ
178 | 55 | DE | 0000 6.24 372 4.35 0 0 0 O O o oo S09K
179 DE | 0000 6.25 4.49 O 0 O 0 O 0 o oo SO07E
180 DE | 0000 6.30 4.23 0 0 0 0 0 0 o oo S05C
181 DE | 0000 6.35 6.24 6.42 O ] O O O o oo WestT26
182 DE | 00O0O0O 6.39 4.66 3.04 O O O O O o oo SO06E
183 DE | 0000 6.44 6.17 6.65 0 O 0 O O o oo WestOKM
184 DE | 0000 6.50 5.00 4.70 0 0 0 O O o oo WestT33
185 DE | 0000 6.57 4.69 O 0 0 0 O 0 o oo S06D
186 DE | 0000 6.83 4.60 0 0 0 0 O 0 o oo WestT26
187 DE | 00O0O0O 6.89 4.71 4.34 O ] O O O o oo S09K
188 DE | 0000 6.90 4.80 540 0 0 0 0 O o oo WestT4
189 DE | 0000 6.90 520 5.60 0 O 0 O O o oo o 2 |S03e-B
190 DE | 0000 6.95 447 0 0 0 0 0 O o oo S03w-C
191 DE | 0000 6.99 4.46 O 0 0 0 O O o oo S07C
192 | 56 | DE | 0000 713 4.65 370 0 0 0 O O o oo S09K
193 DE | 00O0O0O 7.15 4.15 O 0 O O O O o oo S03e-E
194 DE | 0000 7.16 515 0 0 0 0 0 O o ooo S05B
195 DE | 0000 718 3.65 O 0 O 0 0 O o oo S03e-E
196 DE | 0000 7.30 4.76 0 0 0 0 O 0 o oo SO7E
197 DE | 0000 7.32 4.69 5.00 0 0 0 O O o oo o 2 |S04B
198 DE | 0000 750 4.80 5.00 0 O O O O o oo S10L
199 DE | 0000 7.66 503 3.75 0 0 0 0 O o oo SO09K
200 DE | 0000 8.06 4.86 0 0 0 0 O O o oo S08K
201 DE | 0000 8.08 4.16 O 0 O 0 O O o oo S03e-E
202 DE | 0000 8.34 4.03 441 0 0 0 O 0 o oo S09K
203 DE | 0000 8.34 4.62 4.06 0 0 0 O 0 o 0o S09K
204 DE | 00O0O0O 8.47 4.43 4.59 O O 0 O O o O S061
205 DE | 0000 8.70 5.02 221 0 O 0 O 0 o oo S09D

DE oo 6.88 4.57 4.59

206 E | 0000 202 3.63 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 oo S061
207 E |0000 2.02 411 4.66 O ] ] O ] O ] S07C
208 E (0000 2.09 3.95 4.29 O O O O O O O S08K
209 E |0000 221 329 507 0 0 0 0 0O 0 0 S04B[J 050]
210 | 514 E | 0000 2.25 3.26 329 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 S09K
211 E | 0000 2.32 4.42 4.48 0 O 0 0 O 0 O SO07F
212 | 59 E | 0000 241 5.96 6.49 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 SO06E
213 E (0000 243 3.06 231 O ] ] O ] O ] S08K
214 E (0000 2.63 4.92 6.02 O O O 0 ] 0 O S061
215 E |0000 277 527 5.98 0 O 0 0 O 0 O S04C[J 0500
216 | 510 E | 0000 2.80 5.30 6.10 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 S10M
217 | 58 E | 0000 281 4.26 474 0 O 0 0 O 0 O S09K
218 E | 0000 2.95 4.07 4.95 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 SO06E
219 | 57 E (0000 2.96 394 561 O ] O 0 ] O ] S09K
220 E (0000 297 3.27 542 O O O 0 O O oo S04B0 050
221 E |0000 2.99 413 501 0 0 0 0 O 0 oo S09K
222 E | 0000 3.00 510 570 0 0 0 0 O 0 oo S10L
223 E | 0000 314 474 5.60 0 O 0 0 O 0 O WestT24
224 E | 0000 323 513 441 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 S04C0 050
225 E (0000 324 4.07 4.80 O ] ] O ] O ] SO04E
226 | 513 E (0000 3.26 373 3.96 O O O O O O O S09K
227 | 512 E |0000 3.30 4.20 250 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 S10L
228 | 511 E | 0000 3.30 4.00 5.00 0 0 0 0 O 0 oo S10M
229 E | 0000 3.38 358 4.00 0 O 0 0 O 0 oo S07C
230 E | 0000 351 3.28 411 0 0 0 0 0 0 oo S07C
231 E (0000 gt 418 5.90 O ] ] O ] O oo S09K
232 E (0000 3.55 4.16 4.90 O O O 0 ] 0 oo SO04E
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233 E | 0000 3.90 410 5.34 0 O 0 0 O 0 O S05C
234 E | 0000 4.06 4.86 727 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 S08K
235 E (0000 4.29 5185 O O ] ] 0 ] O oo S06WG-J
236 E (0000 4.47 4.06 3.89 0 O O 0 ] 0 oo S09K

E oo 373 4.18 477
237 F | 0000 714 4.37 0 O o x o 0 o O S03e-1
238 F | 0000 748 4.37 0 x o x o O o O S04C
239 F 0000 751 4.92 O x o o o O o O o S04C0 050
240 F 0000 7.71 4.86 O O o o o O o O o SO06E
241 F | 0000 774 4.46 0 O o o o oo o O S07D
242 F | 0000 8.33 4.59 0 O o o o O o 0 S06J
243 | 314 F |0000 8.75 4.89 278 0 o x o O o 0 o 2 | S09K
244 F | 0000 8.87 4.82 0 0 o x o oo o O S07C
245 F 0000 8.89 5.88 O x o o o O o O West
246 F | 0000 8.90 4.50 2.30 O o X o O [ O SloL
247 F | 0000 8.98 512 O X o x o oo o ] S07C
248 | 3-13 F | 0000 911 547 4.10 0 o o o O o 0 o 3 |S05D
249 F |0000 9.55 519 221 O o o o | o 0 S09K
250 | 312 F | 0000 9.57 5.48 250 0 o x o 0 o O S09K
251 F 0000 9.65 4.45 O x o o o O o O S061
252 F | 0000 9.68 4.79 ] O o o o oo o O S04B[J 050
253 F | 0000 9.68 4.87 0 O o o o O o O S08K
254 | 311 F | 0000 9.70 6.00 3.60 O o o o 0 o O o 3 |SI10L
255 F | 0000 9.76 5.04 O O o o o O o 0 S07B
256 F 0000 9.80 4.28 ] O o o o O o O S07C
257 F |0000 9.97 538 O O o o o O o O S06wJ
258 F | 0000 10.17 4.44 ] O o o o O o 0 S07C
259 F | 0000 10.18 567 0 O o o o 0 o 0 S07C
260 F | 0000 10.70 4.93 O O o o o 0 o O SO7F
261 | 315 F | 0000 10.70 6.90 4.10 O o o o 0 o 0 S03w-E
262 | 310 F 0000 10.77 524 3.69 O o o o O o O S02H
263 | 39 F | 0000 10.88 441 311 0 o o o O o O SO09K
264 | 3-8 F | 0000 11.00 592 210 x o x o O o O SO06F
265 | 37 F | 0000 11.30 570 5.40 X o o o O0 o 0 o 4 | S04CO 050
266 F | 0000 1144 5.20 0 O o o o O o O S08K
267 | 36 F (0000 12.30 5.76 5.57 0 o o o 00 o 0 SO04E

F oo 9.56 5.09 3.46
268 G oooo 831 4.74 3.06 0 o o o O o oo SO03w-1
269 G oooo 11.60 524 O O o o o od o oo S07C
270 | 35 G oooo 12.20 5.00 4.60 O o o o O o oo S05B
271 | 33 G oooo 12.43 5.58 433 0 o o o 0 o oo S09K
272 G oooo 13.00 524 0 O o o o O o oo S07C
273 | 34 G oooo 13.00 585 3.95 0 o o o od o oo o 2 |S03e-E
274 | 32 G oooo 13.62 531 5.28 x o o o oo o oo WestOKM
275 | 31 G oooo 14.80 6.60 6.40 0 o o o 0 o oo S03e-F

G oo 12.37 541 4.60
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