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The Meaning of Orders on the Fagade of Macedonian Tombs
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Recent archaeological research on ancient Macedonia has shed light on some aspects of necropolises around many cities
and settlement sites. We found that the burial attitudes of ancient Macedonians are completely without parallel anywhere else
in Southern Greece. Particularly, the Macedonian chamber tombs have drawn public notice. The fagades of this type of tomb
are adorned with the temple-like style of Greek architecture, comprised of five orders; Doric, Ionic, etc. Research on the
distribution of tombs was undertaken in order to determine the selection and usage of order type. Results indicate that the

Doric order was used as the symbol of the Macedonian people, however, the Ionic order, probably due to foreign influence,

was used by the wealthy upper class of Macedonian society.

Key-words: Ancient Macedonia, funeral systems, necropolis, Macedonian tombs, orders
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