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Indus Type Seals Having a Right-facing Animal Motif:
Consideration of the Diversity of Harappan Culture
Ayumu KONASUKAWA
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In this paper, the author discusses the significance of Indus type seals having a right-facing animal motif on their obverse
side (i.e. the animal faces left when impressed). A “Design System” model is proposed focusing on designs depicted on Indus
type seals. In the majority of cases, defined as ‘Design System A’, the animal faces left along with two to five scripts or short
inscriptions above the animals. However, there are a group of seals with animals facing to the right. These are mentioned for
comparative analysis in order to find out their significance. It has become evident that these seals are concentrated specifically
along the Ghaggar Basin in the north-west region of India. Furthermore, defined as ‘Design System B’, the seals with animals
facing to the right have Indus scripts and a boss on the reverse side, both of which are different from those of the Design
System A. It is suggested that this represents regional diversity within Indus type seals or the Indus civilization.

Based on this fact, the social and economic structure of Harappan culture can be considered to exhibit regional diversity in
Indus type seals. Previous analysis of regional diversity suggests Harappan culture most probably experienced renewal during
diffusion into peripheral areas and was adapted by regional cultures. The diffusion of Harappan culture (i.e. Indus type seals,
Harappan pottery style, etc.) represented by this seal transformation was a peaceful process. In such a way, Harappan culture
acted as an important transmitter of ideology within the Indus civilization. It seems likely that the seals having a right-facing

animal motif can be evaluated on the strength of the role of Harappan culture discussed in this paper.
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