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Current Conditions of the Nubian Sites and Maintenance Issues of Cultural Heritage in Sudan
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This paper reports on the current conditions of the structures that were covered by Compaign to Save the Monuments of
Nubia: hereinafter Nubian Sites in Sudan and discusses some issues related to cultural heritage management with special
reference to Sites that were physically transferred from their original locations. It is well known that Nubian sites, that are
spatially distributed from southern Egypt to northern Sudan had to be re-located prior to the construction of the Aswan High
Dam, that eventually led UNESCO to draft the international treaty for the preservation of the World Cultural Heritages.
While the Nubian sites in Egypt were re-located within the same vicinity and have been designated as the World Cultural
Heritages, those in Sudan were moved far away from the original locations to the capital, Khartoum, and have not been
designated as World Cultural Heritages. Although the re-located Nubian sites in Khartoum do not attract as many foreign
tourists as those in Egypt, I have observed that they are well utilized as resources for local education. It is also important to
note that the maintenance of Nubian sites in Khartoum should serve as a precedent that significantly contributes to future

cultural heritage management in Sudan.
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