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A Database of Measured Drawings of Pottery with Similarity Search Function
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Since its publication in 1970, R. Amiran’s Ancient Pottery of the Holy Land has been a standard pottery reference for
excavations in the southern Levant. This standard volume, however, has been used for approximately 40 years without any
revision. An extensively updated database of measured drawings of pottery, including the ones recently published, has been
developed as an aternative international reference to provide more details on Levantine ceramic styles. The database will be
available on the internet, supplied with a similarity search function using pottery shape, which makes the database more
useful and interactive than a book. The similarity between pottery shapes is defined as the distance between the feature
vectorsin n-dimensional space. The experimental results with 162 drawings of pottery showed that the proposed method has

proved to be highly efficient for alarge-scale database.
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