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Identification of Charred Plant Remains from Telul eth-Thalathat (North Iraq) and the Cleaning of

Stocked Two-rowed Barley
Ken-ichi TANNO
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Species identification was conducted for charred plant remains from long-stocked soil samples at Telul eth-Thalathat in
northern Irag. The samples observed were from a burnt room at the Ninevite 5 Granary at Tell V and a small room RM3 in
Tell | (approx. 2000 B.C.). The granary samples are based on 3.2 litres of soil comprised of high concentrations of hulled
two-rowed barley as pointed out in a previous study. Although the barley grains were fragile and poorly preserved they were
remarkably pure, including only 11 weed seeds out of more than 3000 barley fragments. The purity of barley and the
cleaning methods used during the Bronze Age are discussed along with its two-rowed characteristics and purpose of use.
Room RM3 of Tell | yieled small numbers of crops and a common weed taxa that could have come from open spaces around

the settlement.
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