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How to Place the Dead in a Loculus in Palmyra:
An Observation of the Dead without a Head
Kiyohide SAITO
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Basic matters of funerary practices in ancient Palmyra have not been studied. When afield of study has not been properly
addressed, anecdotal or untested assumptions often become accepted as archeological or historical facts. This paper attempts
to confirm how the ancient people of Palmyra placed the dead in a loculus and how they clothed the dead. When
comparisons between corpses with heads cut off by grave hunters in Tomb F (Tomb of BWLH and BWRP) and the dead
exhibited as mummies from tower tombs at the Palmyra Museum, it was revealed that there was no distinction between
sexes, both males and females were placed with the head oriented towards the innermost wall in the loculus and wrapped
with clothes.
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