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Ethnography of Pottery Making in Egypt:
An Ethnoarchaeological Study on the Modes of Pottery Production
Masanori SAITO
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In this paper, the data from seventeen pottery workshops in modern Egypt are examined in order to draw the ethnographic
model of pottery production. Based on the ethnographic data, the following five modes of production were recognized:
(a)Domestic production or industry, (b)Individual workshop, (c)Assembled workshops, (d)Corporative workshop,
(e) attached specialist producers. With the change of these modes from (a) to (e), the female potters are gradually replaced
by males, and each workshop is generally enlarged in scale. The location of workshops also shifted from the inside of the
settlement to the outside. As for the scale and location, the ethnographic data substantially corresponded with the
archaeological evidence. These affinities between ethnographic and archaeological data indicate that the above mentioned
modes of production could have operated in ancient times. It is, therefore, concluded that the ethnoarchaeological research
on modern workshops certainly provides suggestive evidence that shows the organization of the ancient potters.

Key-words: Egypt, ethnography of pottery making, modes of pottery production, ethnographic model, ethnoarchaeological
research
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(b) MATZELERE (Individual workshop)

RKEBOFIZ LB ERZ 5720, LEIIFERBHNICA
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(c) $EETLHEAM (Assembled workshops)

WAL L7 LEREBE T - T aAERT % IR
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DOENDL, FUVYORFITETEGTREER-TEY, 3
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IR L7 e 03d B 0% GBERE 2007: 1), TV ¥

Tl 2 HERAE I X D kg L. BPARIZE CRERL T % D I1xt
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14 | AF2H—F F A VS (e)p ) i3k 1 Ly 900m* YA 2 Al Crlzip

42



W EE V7 rotiso L Rk

(a) [HAF A ke (D) N T

(©=@D=H®S
@a»’ﬁ'
@wof '

IS ;
BkO e, ®EBIEERT
CREIREOT =2 [dFE LR - ﬁlﬁ‘(ﬁég&&'}'?’

M2 LfEERAEREOET IV

LT () He 7] T2

N (iR

O DFTHo72052, DOLMATHOEBE TR D
BYERTLE 2B 72770, 07 a Ao w2
e &, LEBMEICB VTR~ oZE %) BE
WL\, TNHBEETFEICE 5 EBEORENT S HITZE
ey, HFETEICES ELMORZERMTAZ LS 2
o T b, V7 O+ ) REEICBWTIX
e NAED AN LR, #4615, R LENEE ﬁT
5T, EEREEEL LN S BEANERmAICHER LT
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DD S BYENE BRI EL L 22 L 2R LEL D
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L TBEV, EXY T, T4 = - XTATIRILE
O 5 AL 64m? TH B (Nicholson 1995b: Figure 9.1) o
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1000m? (500m2 X 2) O 1 LEMHM S5 (Nicholson
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TAY T YN o F R~ 25— v ] ) ) 1.5 180m? 95k~ | 3-3 | Soukiassian et al. 1990
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b F 1. SiteA-345 AR HETE 60m* (X 2?) B [XI3-5 |Oren 1987
IANRY k- A3 B FERAC ? [P NN 60m’ (i 3s?) [XI4-1 |Bietak et al. 1994
TT =, FYNATIA o EEIREAE TR 50m® (Pl e sk ) [X]4-2 | Verner 1992
FNTa—l, FEIFTIvF o EERA IR 600m* (i I8 [X]4-3 | Stadelmann 1983

REIL, METENZ 72w,

B, LEEEAEREEZ L L &, WRGER AR,
LBV 7 ERHF R E b T L IBEICHERE S L7zl
D THb, 205, WHHECOWTIE, EHER2S
X7 7a—F 52 ENHmOTHETH ). MFEHE A S
TEIZE S 2B otz —HTHARRIE, BfFO%E
AR S L BF T 52 EHTE, RIREHFMW R
BMRENCI 2 27— LM e T& b, 20 T
AL HIZOWTIE, EHRITLTLIZEMSINTBE ST, Hl
KWMIZBRIT L o/l 2L TB L,

LIATIY T M EEFIIBWT, FaELrHEh
B EBEOBIBNE D7 { 2o (BFHE 1998), 7275 L. BERK
LB SN TV T L LEEEROFBIITFEA TV W]
W% L, THEOEMIGEHHL R MEFIIREINTL
Vo TNTEH, WL ODDHEFITIE T O 5 A MR % H WL
FTHIENTES, LT, SHREZHETCE/Z820FH
Bl BE v (F2) v,

F7 5 FTYATIR 2O O L8 THE X
N, 209550 1D EERRICHE SN/ (Hope
1980: Plates XXVD) o THEOBEFIIAHKETH 205 HA
MfEIE 50m2 1F & eSS (K31, REZEICBITS
ATH LRV EETHETH Do ThEDIMHIZDOWTIE,
INEHWT ST =7 2RO TWb,

O —< I SN A FHHNE, 15 X 16 miT & DR
WP 4 S DML S N7z (Hope 1980: Plates XX VID) o
W EARS TSRS LTI LZEEZ SN, BERGES
Vi35 &vv9) (Hope 1980: 307). L& LTONA
HRE 210m? EFE S5 (K3-2), TOFEMIE, <
O DR E AT 5 2O S, JLIFE T &HIR S
5TH59o 210m* &) AT, RIEFFIE
RLEZENTEDLEEZ D,

MLy 2S - FTYADTA Y - TYVTIE, oz
AT LHILE LE B S 7 (Soukiassian et al.
1990: Fig.10)o Z @ L 43 JHRE D HLERIC S L L
(Bourriau et al. 2000: 138). ity EEFCH & E—H I H
FCTHEFELE SNDRHHIC X o THEIZEZE DD 5 D5,

AT 180m? (10 x 18 m) D% b7 (43-3) 9,
REFHGNICB T 2 FEATREO S AR (150 ~ 190m?) 12
5% %,

T - TV =T I Tld, i P47.20 128 W T
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Figure 7.1) 9o 9 L IRIIIHIE T3 Va5, HRE O
BaeALEY, SAEmAEZm:FEEBERENS (K 3-
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O— M KDDL ZFONHNHIE, =) — MIX B MEEEE
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ViEHEETLONZNTH S ). LEO A mMAITIAH
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EEIND (K35). i< (K35 4% (2ikdH 1%k
RO LNL 720, MATLERRRHH L CTHE - 72HEE
Th & L T2 GEEDS T W 9, 60m? &\ ) 5 A7 T
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IARY b - ANVITER, REERBOMDAR—Z%
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ML L9 ETREMRSHR G, 29 LRAZELEE DR
LV ARTH IS o5 EE GO E Lz,
8 ) AR TIH WA P FE & A N SE & R LA 22 2o 7245, BR
HEH O -8 & LT 5 IR NAEEIAFAE LI 2 L IdE L
Bbhz (750 - $%AK 2007: 45), La»L. 94 A (P.M.Rice)
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PN AEFED —FICE T -7 2 Ve « B Y U TEOERT
% (Rice 1987: 184) . fMNTH v 7 % T U TIIAFHEN H555
SDIHFTHZENRESNTHD H DD (Longacre 1981:
52). ZOMIFEE O VIZEMEL TR Y, AFEMIRSHE D
7o TS (/b 1993a: 78), RIEEEAEMA L7 L LTH, {hH
WAEBE & e 1R 95 = L IXREECcH 5 & 9 72,

9) =TT MO LBFIRENMRIL L 72T A4 ADWFRICBNTE, £
G LR EERTEOXNIEK CH S (Rice 1987: 184), 2B 7
A AR, ZOBEOLIRAEEIIEHICL o TREND &
S, P EHEATREOEPE CRMEDIEESIMMNH LS
U7 N OREEEEREITFEL TV D,

10) LR THEICBWTE, MEERICRWEMENEE S Z & Ttk
BYEBR S N7z ATREME R S B, & ZITIE B L lRBE DO BRE /e
A AT — DRF O SHRTIER L & OREILARL Y SLH5 5,
Linl, HEZIBET) =RV KEMARAES THETIE, M
BB A B A - NBIZTR A D 2 — 5T, BLlEEIXIEE A ER
DB, A AT —LFHOSBENZSWTIE, o7 7 e
—FERBDENRYETHS D,

11) FAF TOBMERYFAEDOEE, T4 —vavl/L—ALo
ToRHBRES TRITRaAERE S LTHE AL MmbnT
Wim, BATENES LERIZHOWTIE, TENE->T M
FEM] 20< 528 T, MBORRLERVGIERAERHEHCTED
MBI, 25 LRIz, TAXRAEONNDERER &2
B LoD, F A /s & ITRE e B ERR A N LT ThH
59,

12) REFHICBTHAHENSEICOVWTHRHFLEY— Ry s
(G.P.Murdock) DR E=ZHT L, 77U HITBT D8
{VOFEF 24 D>H, BB LEREEZ S DOIT1HICHE ST
% (Murdock and Provost 1973: Table 8 #4£3t), 77 U B D+
2R3 VTR DBESL o T e BT 1T fth ek & e~ CH BEZE T
HY, TV NOWENEERLEICL > TREND Z &1,
RIS 2 B2 6N, — 5T, ZOROEELE, 5
PERETZD 2V FLho TN Z LTV Mofta L2 5
TW5, MHDEOEEL D Z L NEERMBTH D & R
SNBHTHA9,

13) RO G 6, £E6THEITERP - BRI b O TIERWineg
DR %= Tz, fEMNZBRICBW TR, £ATEEEbh b
LRI CHETH D, LoLRns, £HLREIC
BT 5 BHORUEE LMEHIBIT 5 L5 LERAEFEDOIED J7i.
BALRE (BthethodEEE) LHFATE (BHEoHIC L
LAEFE) DX ¥ v VWD L PR ER LR VED, LoT,
EEMEE LT, EATHEE VWY AEERXEZREL TR Z L
EERBENE W) OREFTONY ThDH, 75200 bSROZ L,

14) FEFEI»O T, HRE=V7 b0 EBEEREIZ DWW TE L O
LD D (FEHE 1998), TDOL XIEDERE AEL, LT
BOEFHEICET 2 EREME T 264, 2 TIEBR
L L TR,

15) 7A v « TUATIFEREORMO TE R ENTEBY . kY
FETRIRIL O BAF 22 2 = 2 CIBF 7=, Bilic X - Tl
DO/INS I LZRTHEVNER LRt ICEilE T 5 XETh A9,

16) 7~ /LTI O TEREERRZE B i 4T\ %  (Nicholson 1989:
Figure 3.15), L2>LZOTFT— X X THEOBERANRHABK T, &
MEEHHTHICEL RN T2, AR TIIRFT O L 1X
Lotz

17) ATENHE LY TiZon Tk, JEER &1k 72 0n
L ORMY H 5 (Borriau et al. 2000: 139), Z ® TEMD L HIZD
WCIHEEDRLETHA D,

18) ZBZOHFEHNL, HU 4 —v 20 TI-bLOHEGHTHLT Y
— vl BRI E LTHERESND, ZOLSREAT
B L L T DA ERTROEREMR LIC, BIEEOT T 4 —3 2 d
HY BT D ENTELTHA I,

19) 72720, K41 IR LE LHEICE, £ EFICE bI/Em R
BWVWTWE, ZhE TSR LBICEDHIEHAITIE,. b—& /L 90m?
FZEERD, MATEELELTEHREZLDIIHHENSTHA
Do

20) R CHER SN LT, KEERES THIZT L Z BN T
BICEY>TWb, 29 LEAEKENITAABEEOLOTH
D, BEZOCHDZ ENEELNE WD RfiEEER2ICBET S
ZEEFHEE LY, LOLAEREL, IEOES TEEXT VXY
TFEL (Frh—r, wv e n—F 1—), FE=FTA LRI
LERBEOELS THEMBD SN (e F—V), 5%, KR
ATLEBEHFOTHRH SN D aTREEEZ S E LWL E2 1Y
720N,
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