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On the Construction Method of the Middle Kingdom Shaft Tombs Found from Dahshur-North in Egypt
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This article examines a method for constructing Middle Kingdom shaft tombs in the western area of the Dahshur-North

cemetery in Egypt, that was discovered by the Japanese expedition in 1995.

The shaft tombs generally consist of a shaft and a small burial chamber. According to the architectural observation of the

shaft tombs, a shaft was dug gradually by 20-30cm downwards while maintaining a horizontal floor during the digging.

When the digging reached the ceiling level of the burial chamber, it was dug out in rough form.

Judging from the examination of unfinished shafts and the shafts where the scale was changed during digging, it is not

likely that shafts and burial chambers were built as a series of processes based on the same plan. It is rather suggested that

shafts and chambers were dug out separately according to different plans.
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