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The Pottery from the Tomb of Hatiay in the Egyptian Museum, Cairo
Kazumitsu TAKAHASHI
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The tomb of Hatiay which is situated at Sheikh Abd el-Qurna on the west bank of Luxor was discovered intact by George
Daressy in 1896. Hatiay was a high official who has the title “ Scribe, Overseer of the granary in the Temple of the Aten”,
and Daressy dated him from the end of the reign of Amenhotep |11 to the early reign of Amenhotep IV on the basis of textual
evidence. Daressy reported six vessels and three lids which were found from the north side of the coffin of Hatiay’s wife,
Henut-wedjebu, together with the coffins of Hatiay, Siamun, and Huy. Although these vessels are now on display in room 12
on the upper floor of the Egyptian museum, Cairo, they had never been properly studied.

This note aims to introduce these important painted pottery vessels which, | believe, provide significant data concerning
the manufacturing organization of painted pottery in Thebes during the New Kingdom.

The pottery vessels from the tomb of Hatiay imitate stone or glass vessels. These types of vessels are characteristic of
Theban funerary assemblages in the late Eighteenth Dynasty. The distribution of the stone/glass imitation vessels is restricted
to the Theban tombs. The Marl A4 fabrics in the Vienna System are often used for this type of vessel and their forms are
relatively standardized. Therefore it is suggested that they were manufactured locally and specially for funerary purpose.

The examples from the tomb of Hatiay also used Marl A. fabric and their forms are bag-shaped jars. Their decorative
schemes have a white background with black dots, a white background with red wavy-line, green-coated and blue
background with yellow lines. These colors and motifs probably represent the bressia, alabaster, green marble and glass
vessels respectively. Hatiay’s name and title, such as “ 3sir s§ H3ti3y" (the god Osiris, scribe, Hatiay), are inscribed with
black ink within the black bordered panel on their bodies.

The pottery vessels imitating stone or glass vessels are thought to be used as funerary items or for magical use. They could
also shed light on the aspects of artisan’s painting techniques in the Luxor area since connections are identified between the
stone vessels decorated on the tomb wall paintings and the decorative style on the pottery vessels imitating stone or glass
vessels.
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