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Bedouin Boys’ Houses: An Archaeolgical Investigation at Wadi Burma East, Southern Jordan
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Wadi Burma East, a small ethnoarchaeological site in the northwestern part of the Jafr basin in southern Jordan, consists
of several make-believe houses that were built only recently by local Bedouin boys. A brief investigation, conducted in the
summer field season of 2004, showed that: 1) the Bedouin boys are familiar with measures to cope with the northwesterly
predominant wind in this region and adequately apply them to their make-believe houses; 2) for this reason, the make-
believe houses are connected in a lateral direction with their entrance facing equally to the lee side, thus forming a linear
settlement extending from the northeast to the southwest, and 3) as with tent houses, the make-believe houses invariably

arrange a kitchen-like feature at their rear right corner. These observations provide insights into the unique formation

process of Neolithic linear settlements that we have excavated in the Jafr basin.

Key-words: Jordan, Pastoral Nomads, Wadi Burma East, Bedouin, Boys' House
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