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An Analysis of Bronze Swords with Feeler-like Projections from the Bronze and Iron Ages of the Southwestern

Caspian Coast, Iran
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This paper examines the transitional phases from the Bronze Age to the Iron Age in the southwest coastal region of the
Caspian Sea, north Iran. The material used for analysis consists of bronze swords with feeler-like projections. These kinds of
swords can be divided into six types. Differences among these types reflect chronological gaps. All of them were excavated
from cemeteries in Transcaucasia and the southwest Caspian coast. Type 6 swords were excavated from special graves on
the southwest Caspian coast that have many artifacts and elements similar to Transcaucasia.

Bronze swords with feeler-like projections indicate that the southwest Caspian coast shared the same cultural sphere with
Transcaucasia from the Bronze Age to the Iron Age. Furthermore, this relationship would have become more important in
the Iron Age. This indicates that the Iron Age Culture was not completely derived from the northeast of Iran and material
culture and associate traits had not totally ceased at the beginning of the Iron Age.

Key-words: Iron Age of Iran, Transcaucasia, Indo-European language family, bronze swords, funeral practices
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