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A Note on the Rise and Decline of the Indus Civilization with a Focus on the Ceramic Evidence
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In this paper, the authors discuss the process of rise and decline of the Indus Civilization on the basis of pottery analysis.
Although the Indus Civilization has been considered a stable society with little change in its material culture, recent
excavations at some important sites on the Indus valley have revealed that the society had experienced dynamic changes
through time in terms of the material culture and their spatial distribution. The analysis of the Harappan ware by the authors
also reveals a distinctive change of ceramic style roughly between the early and later parts of the urban phase. It seems
likely, on the basis of an analysis of the Kulli ware, that this change was caused by a change of relations with regions to the
west of the Indus during the last few centuries of the third millennium BCE. This paper, although preliminary, stresses
the importance of studies on temporal and spatial change in material culture and on the dynamism of Indus Civilization

society.
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