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Intra-settlement Clan-arrangement of Sedentarized Pastoral Nomads and the Co-ownership of
Cemeteries and Wells: A Case Study of al-Husayniyya in Southern Jordan
Sumio FUJII
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A single village is not always accompanied with a single cemetery and well. Thisis the case with a-Husayniyya, alarge
village in southern Jordan, where two pairs of cemeteries and deep wells are concomitantly used. The question is how they
are shared among villagers, and what the sharing is based on. A brief ethno-archaeological investigation, conducted during
the summer field season of 2005, has shown that: 1) the village was newly founded in the course of the compelled
sedentarization of Huweitat, a large pastoral tribe occupying an extensive area from southern Jordan to northern Saudi
Arabia, and mainly populated with plural clans belonging to this tribe; 2) the sharing of two pairs of cemeteries and wellsis
based on the intra-settlement clan-arrangement; and, 3) the habitat segmentation also shows up as a semi-closed system of
settlement roads. This report summarizes the investigation results and briefly discusses their archaeological implications.

Key-words: pastoral nomads, sedentarization, settlement, cemetery, Jordan
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