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Animal Bone Deposition within the Neolithic Buildings of Tell Seker al-Aheimar, Syria
Hiroshi SUDO and Yoshihiro NISHIAKI
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We examined the nature of the large animal bones often discovered within the walls and foundation of buildings from
Late PPNB to the early Pottery Neolithic (“Pre Proto-Hassuna”) at Tell Seker a-Aheimar, Northeastern Syria. The selection
of types and species of the bones, the regularity of the locations of the buried bones, the occurrence within a specific period
and a limited type of buildings, among other patterns, indicate that the animal bones were intentionally deposited according
to the cycle of building and re-building activities. This practice should be further discussed in the general context of the
Neolithic rituals, for which animals and buildings are known to have played particular roles.

Key-words: Syria, Neolithic period, Tell Seker al-Aheimar, foundation deposit, ritual
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RARIZT 6N D, L LA EZ RARY ., WiloH T,
BALIZ F o7 E v TX v, B EIMIEE 16 JE
WKIHHED ., F12BOMEEYW Z RZIITON R 25,
BI2BIEIARXT 7L 7ab -y X—F] LIFAT
Wb LRV T ARWOBATH L. 20, [TL -
Ta b oy ZA—F] OWMEE TEHYERWISTbR L
W) ZETH D, B ORI HRRETHILN 10 B TR
LTHhY %o, BiWEEeE W Rk T 8056 11 8
DR ONZVDTH L, 516 A 55 10 Fid, BIEK
Sk e AR X AU TTET 7 AR A B O 200 4F 12
EV 10 R e BAED o N WIMICH M 34 (Nishiaki
and Le Miére in press)o Z DM, HHEICEHT 214501 7%
JHE, FilE (cf Hodder and Cessford 2004: 36) % fR4%9
LEMDZ SICHEABT 22 L I3METH S 05, BiEH
WMEWVIBIEZTHELDRES 9 9 HDHVITHIZHER
XTI LI DD ZORIEIFEDIIETH S 7
IZT&B7259,

VEDS, 7V TV - TAA IVEBROBIY) &I
DL, ROFRICEF L DHOEN 5,
A HAIVIIKREREIEEIN TS
CRAREEFELEINT: [F] PSREL-oTwE L LW
MLEREN2EPHHI N T 260035 %
CHESE YA 2V OiH TR TW A
- EYWORE, FRCEOaI—F =50 KT E, Eo7
WiFTIZ# DR LfTbh b
R A RO B ICBRE ST WD D B
e AR AR UK 2 © 2R A BRI ORI 221 T
fibhTwad
RBED RO W TOZRIIBIMHEI WP THLDT
SHOMEmE RO & LT, NSO i & B TR e
TE50I1E, 2T LaREoEYEIE, ERWIZHD
LN7ZHDREEV) T ETHA, Tk, ZTOEK LMD
BERRESCIBIHED /L 2A T, BYOmEEZET LV
PRI e TE v, EF S, TOHMIE
BALMATEN Cld e oo 7o L HELET 5,

SHIZEIT

P07 V7 O f R EE Tk, BEALIS BB AS R AR
T LI L % v, BEOYTORRE L TORM %R
T BERoFEEIE. B e LToRH. BXUOREIZENE
LCOFM. &L TEEEME LTOMBIZKITE %,
B OBGEMEIBE R RMIHA SRR O F by —T 4 7
VNS RALT 05, B R FGEE T B OB A s
TH b, F#IZ PPNA #b 1) G 5 Hi ] PPNB BliCix Y
IO 2T - T - 7oA (Jerf el-Ahmar) <
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JR T PHRK RE

YT, Tk TI - TAA IV RO B Y

MUVIBEHEHFa X271 - 7 (Gobekli Tepe) 7% & TR
LNB L) RERZAGY S 2 ES N5 (Stordeur and
Abbes 2002; Schmidt 2005). PPNB {27 &5 128 f1 %+
R 2T TE/NE TR OB EA TR T %, SR D
HiW PPNB I E Cox aR@, vV, MEELED
oo, e Y - Y ¥R ERFHWICELLT L&
bAILN TS, EZEiE LTORMBIEAATZVD
PPNB # W&, 7 7 7V - "k L ¥ 2 (Kfar HaHoresh)
LW ) T LB AR OTFV T TV vy
(Tell ‘Ain el-Kerkh) 7 EDOHpFIHH SN TS (Goring-
Morris 2000; Tsuneki 2002). 7z, B E L TOF]
M2, bvao LS ad GRS v v - kv o
(Chatal Hoyiik)., 4 7 » @ PPNB @A > - L
(Ganj Dareh) DJEZR ETH L SN TV LEHR~ND T T %
LY VOHBEEOIOAARNH TSN LD (Mellaart
1967; Smith 1972) .

TN TN TN - TAALINVTOFT R ZME L THEE
LA L2vold, ZhoiZmz. W7 Y 7Hf skl
WZIXEEIN & V) BALERED o oD TlE v b w
AT L THD, BEYORER, iR & oBWE» L+
L7z ik, IR aroEiiicdd b, b
7DV x—7 + 57— (Dja'de Mughara) Tl&. PPNB
Ao [EAEDOFR (Maison des Morts) ] DI { DXV F
BRHEOT20Y Y OHFEVPHRAINIZL I |END S
(Cocqueugniot 2000), 7z, MUYV 7OFN - T
7« 7L 45 (Tell Abu Hureyra) ®##121&. PPNB
FHIOBYORED S+ — 1 v 7 2D Rk S hiz v
il At % (Moore et al. 2000: 218) 72, INF VD
PPNB %M #&WHr. N+ (Baja) &/¥A % (Basta) Tid.
BEDH, IR, RF. BELEEDOMZ LI, BARTHARCSH
I - A, AEELROMMN, HRIEDITA, BiE ok
RSO bR ENTWS L) (Gebel 2002), W&
7238 AL TE B EDIEFNI R WA, —DI3Ew %

BIARRAT 2RO BEDH T ) EiShTwiRna
LIZEBon b N (Gebel 2002), FHOT IV -
ZI s T TAA VB TORERIZIS L, %513
B E NI EIE» %) RN R D TH o 72O TIE R W
MEWET 5,

B~ OHENITE % O o TZBRIDEL DO FHFNZ DN
TREEIGERTD 5. =) ATHAA VRS ITIZBTS
Z9 LA % [EEW IR foundation deposits] &
RO, 20T B0k E LTt (sanctification). P
# (protection). it (commemoration). A&
(elaboration) % %51F7- (Ellis 1968: 165-168), ¥ 7=, iy
DOFE RS2/ I2DWT, HOHLNREHTEDY A
INHFEDLEDTIE R, ZIHEEIDITAT - H 47

VOB BB ALD2ZE ) B (Herva 2005: 222-
223) bW SN TV D, —H. FrfigeFC oOMMIT 2412
DOWNT DL EZHIZOWTEDR) THDH, kD - IF
Lk SN TE/201E PPNB #lC—ILLZZR F~D A
K- BHEHMTHY . TRICIEED S OBEKN R %
A OMFUTIY AL 72D OBEALINATE TH - 72 & OFFR
Hd 5 (Verhoeven 2002a. b)o By N A3 2> 2 FEAL
T THo7zb Lo, TNOFLELHIITHRLTL VD
A Do AEZMEIEICE & DR, Sk, H
BIOEREZFF-> T, RIKEE (Wilson 1999: 299-300) Dt
HHBEZIIL D OMRERD TV E 72,

BMEE ~—7 - TV T — 7z IR B ESCRE 2 T
ENAVAYSIAYAR I N 2R/ a0 BVZE IV 1 R 720 A ) A AN
A VBB OEWE T — 5 2 EERTICE 20b 5 TRV 720w
7o AKREBRIZIZEZL - T - TALRLVORABRGIZONT
THIZV T2V, KRETEH LD, L CHEERT 5,

AWFFEIL TR 16 ~ 18 4R 1L A AR B S B~ 78 8 2L IR 7E(B).
SR 17 ~ 18 AR JESCHERRL 2B B AR 70 B R SR JE (R 7E)
Dby ARF T WRKRE) ICXBHERO—ETH 5o

£

1) EHSE oMo LEH L2 EENICITL - 73k - Ny A
—FELIFATVS, TNED TROELEHARNB ke
BoOTO b Ny A—F AL 2o CWRESLE LTIER L
T,

2) COMREP L LD 40, ABROBEFEZAFfTTbILTED,
Wl HbETER IR T Wz, 22 TRLAZKIE 2HKE
DIRORETH %,

3) MRBOHRICHM T TONLHCEZ, CRO% 805
BB O@EYIC A S5 5 (Nishiaki 2002: Fig. 2; Nishiaki and Le
Miére 2005: Fig. 3)o A X% 14 EO%E. MEPROER:ZH
ThhTBY., REWIIZIZOBIIRICEL TTHRESH, &
BOAETIAS —ROTFICREN T,

4) FUBEOHEIZIRE TEIN 2 RIEOA N %2 & & A5 % B I
BELCTBY., REOMM S KK E ZBWERRO2 -
72 (A-309. A-324). LL. BEDVHIZH B A-309 (XJEREDHEPH
DINZH Y, FIZH D A-324 ZRR/NRENTh b, BXMERD
DKW L vo

5) ZORBREMIIWE M LA O XBED CTEAEY ., Rz 1
~2em BEOLETIAS—CTa—F 4 7 LTHEFTY
bo HIAMETAN, 413 T2 BOWEIfThI,

6) TNEXY TFTRIFHEMX ZMN L2720, 610 oMY iR
BEZFERE L 727207 THIIEIA L T v,

7) MR BEECH EBAVIAG T S Tz hd Lhhwads, 5
WX DOHPATTH 727280, MR TE Ld o7

8) BIMAAT - 7zWEiTid. FEFICHFELZAFRAENL ENT
Ho7zONHWTE R o7 KT T, dde, HESG TR
MORAFEMERLTVD, BZ S  RIERG AR REE S,
DWW TEOFMIZ 20cm 13 &R WALE IS H M O W A L X 7z
DD o HREHOPEL, BE G OB > THBEED
WEH % IER 10cm OHARICH L Tz, BZ 5  RENFR O
HECTHo/2DEA ) mBITHI, HoOAHFEZRY P X
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WCRRE SN2 X ) 72, BRI ERSIZIIF S SICH Y,
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