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Regional Variability of the Iron Age Pottery and its Temporal Changes on the Southwest Caspian Coast
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This paper examines regional variability of the Iron Age culture and its chronological changes in the southwest coastal
region of the Caspian Sea, north Iran. The material used for analysis consists of pottery from Iron Age cemeteries including
those newly discovered on the west bank of the Sefid Rud River. One of the major conclusions of this study is that patterns
of regional variability radically changed at the beginning of the Iron Age Ill period. Regionally diversified pottery
assemblages of the previous periods were replaced by a rather uniform assemblage in this period. Furthermore, a large
central settlement appeared in the local community of the study area. This dramatic change may reflect cultural
reorganization triggered by the emergence of Iranian dynasties.

Key-words: Sefid Rud River, the Iron Age of Iran, pottery assemblage, funeral practices, Media
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THEL LR EATF - T AL L awE
W) HDKRELRERTH S,

) LR OREEET L L. HEDS [{] o7k
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B ) HoVETH L0, ZofotirlidbEE R
THDTRZWNEEZOND, T THEZILELTA
Le, IhoyBENR~Y— V) -2t —HT 5

93



W7 Y7ENE #8855 (2007 4F)

FhA TRERET —

S IS

Elia ot

KALURAZ

\_~
N
P

;

MARLIK

LAMEH ZAMIN

=

o]

E e =
/0
s 31

=z

S ; W o

S T__T f ) QN . -

< ! . | 4

- ;g%j R \ML/@

(Kaluraziti - 1:%%: Ohtsu et al. 2006 & 1) ; Jamsid Abad i+ 1%+ Fallahiyan 2004 & ) —{f2Z; Marlik 1%+ (i RAN )

Negahban 1996 & 1) —#Big%; Lameh Zamint 11 2% Fukai et al. 1978 & V) ; Ghalekuti I O*Lasulkant 1 125

VL EABAR1965 & 1 )

B4 S T o 1 aeHla

(Negahban 1996: Pl 104-529, 530, 528), Z ™9 b B
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LA SN2 EZONL180H Y. HEDORD
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97



W7 YT EEE K85 (2007 4F)

Caspian Sea

Caspian Sea

e R A I Y

Caspian Sea

MLy yRvid, RlZEs
N5 oMK AL L
TWbZERERT D,
¥ Y RNVORPMZEIEO
i s BB LB %o

8 PO X CHEM PRI 31T 2 MR 2 & A 7 I 02 AL

98



AR ME AT 0 h AR TE RIS BT B kiR L o M & 2 o2k

=7 - = FlwEo [EEH] 26 LTl e 7%k
B A RIZL 205 G OHLET Tl —EBE# o
ROV Z Lo A LTV E LTHRESITOR
5o

FRESEFC TN 2 & 29 LMD E b2 A D, F
Tk T7A4—=F - V=FIPERETEI YAy —F - 7—=N
— F2%, BETHIT—A - FI-UPHHIN LR R b,
Frx—2 - V—FEETHENET [HE] 0EZAHL
TV 774 T 5 RIEFHEIN R B), VEED X
)M LB TN b BN 2 SRR b &
ZHT . R 5 &N K DFRIZI Do To
72X 9N, ZHHMTEDIEREITHA ), LELS 1
D, HERFLITH - 7 EEE OB NS 5 — T
BZEH L2 F 4 D7 ReED X HIEN» S BT 5E
Wb sZ b, 220HIF, =) — 2 ZHBEDSH/NT 5
DOOMEE L. BRI & 2vb & F bR & ORFITEA T
HHLLE V)T ETHL, TNIET NI ZEBRL T IVR IV
IR & el 2 L8wmAAEET AT Db bR b, L
L/ CEARMITEBEDTHKE. Z ORI 2 L v
AR AR SN B DIZHENTH Y, =Y — 7 DHEED
TE8EZTANDL 5T MR TIE 20 MU A £
D, LAad e B2 b L wo 2BIRBALNL Z E
DHFEETDH D, T2 SHOBMIERIHR OB & T
FEFIZEBLZIIWEFTHY, ZOHMIE, Ll L7k
I BREHIRICB W T O LSRR AT ER S T
WEWZ EIZhH L, WMETNE TOXIH %, L6 212K
v, IO E DO THWELZALTwL L) Z
ENFEMOENTH D LTV R L) BEEA T TIX,
TEHRZE L ARAPHEEETH 205, T AL
BOBMPBANIBEL TALNIEBHIEI R LD, 20
BBV TSNS E -7 w2 5759,

ZNAS, BREEHCIIIC 22 5 & L2 D F— s HL P
a2 CIED b, TR OAL LT THY A TIZOn
THIMET S LV HBZ OB OB TH S, LoT,
C OFRFREAC I 24 338 T HE U o T AT 1912 H P 1
ez TRIZES NG TEaF LT 5L0vw) T Lhnz
9o 7o, BREEIIIC RS &, HIZEXS N B L3S
THRELEMAIRI 50 1 DHIE, HBZHIRo f.L s
74 —=F - V=FIEEPLHENT 7 N THIETH
bo ZNETHHHBICBWTHLNTHo2EEZ BN
53—V =27 TIEZ ORHEOH AR B L. EBED
HPFCHIEO ZRIBITT D4, £ THLHIO L) A
EHOBEIZTTICALNR Y, Fr¥—72 - b— FJIlii
ook, AT & e T ER IS A b oo, $kEE
AR ITHO L) B CRERINZVL, [HE] &L
RS &) @b FEEL RV — . E74—F - )b

— PR TIE. ZORIcy vy R Vv 51 1 ZHHH
T2 FYN—F XD LEE, BWIEORE ST RHE
HEEF T L2 L2 A 2 i 2 TIR2TD . HE2D
FRAAICREIZE S L5 Z & idy BTRETC 25 o0 HIgi 1 A3 <
HoTnhZerEZDLLRELENATHL, /2, FWL
BFHIFOFLE Vo TH, S T2 0 THNIZ2 T
TOX—=NVY =R, Fx—7 - b—FJHBIIBIT 55
L2774 1T 7REICH N7t &3 & 72 - 72 PR A3 A
Zho TNOLOYESTALDILDY XD < T CHIBLAYHAL %
FEARE L Cwid, #owEtizzhzB2 <, 4%
TR WA ALEZ TR T 52 A L TWenT
Hbo SHIT, FlL7zLH12, Zobid YIS TS
NETRONGP o7 v RZIEETEEVHIURER L AHL
TWwize 2H L7722 enn, Szl L TR E,
B Ed O TIEZ O MBS ALE RO TH 5
CEZDIENTE D,

V. hZAEBEERED, 5 & -k CIHA

SWOGHIC L T, BIZEESN 2 LiROMAGDE LW
9 ZEEMEE O — M D> & A 7 SRER R o HsPE DS, HBENY
HIFNZHE > THM SN T ZREL SHELL T & v
) BEA S I o T T2. TOMIET, FRICHERH
RO TIA S MMICHTTIZES T TEIREL Bk o 20
DOIALBWBIT 5 Z &R, FAip I o BARN 2 W8
ALIZ BRI 20 & DOEFBEDS N L 2 E 2R L. 2 Ol
WAL EREOWINZ AT ENTEL LW T LB
OMPCT BT ENRNTE T,

FITy 29 L7225 Z o o 8gd I & ik &
W 72D E VW) T ERRDTERZTAHAI V. #it
ST R DA T Y RETH DL AT T
MEY LR, 2 L [HRAED SRS s 7 £
DAY v PRI BRI & L TRES T 5N 5.
ATFATIEHSORLEIIIRS Bh o 7205, XD WHHTIEA
T4 TICHET 2 LHBERIEINTBY, Z22HhH X574
T OEIRRR AL 2 T A ARSI b T w
%o FEHFIIIEZ OW L O BB Z oW ki
SRR L A% L FITAT 4 TICHLTIEZ 0 L£H]
ELCOMBEDT R ARICEMPEEINLZLT6H
% (Sancisi-Weerdenburg 1985, 1987, 1994), ¥,
TATATOEBPELTHESNTVEDRETH 72
IINYF (BIEEONIY—V) 2E50 ABHORTH S
(Curtis 1995: 23)o F 72, ZFOREALEAER CHCHHIBICE L
TdH. WO EZEGDLETHHHAVENL TV LD
WHIRTH 5 (I 1995; Genito 2005) o

Vo 2 KERBELORNE SR OGS RE A G
bETAHALEES. 29 LEHZBICELTE I wo Tz

99



W7 Y7ENE #8855 (2007 4F)

CEPVRDEDEL) e FNEERT DI LT AR
L7 SERO BN AT 2 b 2055 L 0%
Zbh,

Z) L7t % EZHBICEE RO, SRS H Oxt 5
EL7HERER L) Do, SFEFREHOLD TR
BRFM L OTHL, EHETELHE, SHONSH
B BOEMICIE— O ERT ST X viEa» 0 A (85
ETOMENLIHITH D, L) HTHD, BIAICEHL
TRHL T THRIHBELVAD, ZEXREBHE V) LD
MEEDON L2 DFABRBZLA THuF -t nwol E
FOHMLES L) REETHY ., 2R 226 2 I EFIE
P v o722 LR BB BHES 7% S M HEIC
EHAINBWE W) ZEFHIRE L TIVWTHA I, R
FNCEOLDEXRMEE T, Zoad b iEbicBi
% ¥ b AR 24L&, SUERifE D 2\ idZ2h o o E
BB TWATRERE (X FH—7 - N5 a4 Vb
> 2001: 42) 0 GHIGHONRE L-DITRIZES N5 T8
DHMAGHLETH Y, FEREHODH T THMICHZ %
WS, 72l 2T TH - THZ ) LAEXEE O
L TWA EEZOND, BEICE L TX. FRICCRS
FREPLEMENDLZETH D, BHHBITIET IIOL
LCwT (I wm:zn\tﬁwotA&ﬁEAf
WA T SRSV TH Y (Minorsky 1932).
7ov BRI L2 EEOFES R I NG L 9 6 %
& -7z (Negahban 1968: 62; Hakemi 1973: 3)o #F 51
AN, Rl L2k 912, AelEdbvy—V)—rkl
FPE R XY OB & OB IEA S, BRI
O INDIZEPV L T zbliFTldhwnwe £z
BNDo 7272, BRI X o TN 2 WE LR R S h
BOEFETHD L. BEHFCHBUAMICEE 2T
HolbBELD 2 L) LEFEIALNLVOIZHETD
0. A EHBUAMICIE [85E] o—HllTh-7-L%
ATIWEAI,

ZFHLEPSEZLE, ZORYO, FEAT LT
WBRRE VI DIE, F I Vo 22 IR O R D IR R EE
TEZBEEHEALTLES &) kT TH - 72
EEDLRZBLIENTELOTIELRWES ) Do HDHVIE
ZI) L7 RFERD 7205 T FRHEMICTFHER LS
IV BFEENIRALDOTIERWD, EEZLHIED
T&5. ¥y Rz H12, 274 TICEHLTIEZER
BEHEHRLIBIIRTEINZEL TV, En
) ZEHRICEMPRE SN SLEDH L DTN, 29 L
e SR AE, BRI OX ) B KRERAL V5
FERITT X BB THoze W) WD T 5 2
ENTELDTIERWES ) D%

Z 9 L7222 BARIIZE 2 TH7zve WES LD ik

PEAHE SR D H B 73 WEIRIE 2 B L. & L LIRT & 1 fk etk
PR SALAILFENR D)« B 5 72 LA HBL$
HIERENL, BALPORTHISOFMRHKAE 2
S T A EQUFETIE Lt Bbh b, DR,
CORINIBZ BRIZEEIN L LEHOF L wIHBGIZO
WTEZDLILDPEETHHSH. ZOJRIZ, D&2DHN
X LSRRI T T 2 M STV B IRE L
WAL EDLZDLIENTEL, LT, ZORPIZZR
% LHIORH & AT, €9 LA P #1228k 2
THERIATEDP) L) o7z TRV EHET L Z
EWNTED, LPLAEDDL, HlEEITWTH, £
OIREDPWE ALICHIAT 2 L Iy IR HESh
TV ABIERAZE SN TIZ LD TWESTLIZ Z D5 AE
RIIZBN D Z 22 b, TOBROZHRLE VI ITEIZH
RIZ, HOLVIEREMITEZ 52 &3 HIIM S H 0 ufi]
NPT ENTRERR LD HETHALIH. DL
WCEz25 L, ZoTHOFALE VI REL S, 1EHTH
FTAHHRPIEAINHOZESISNTVLIREL V) L)
EHRZBLIENRTE, DWW TUIIHEHRFEEIART OZLH -
TW2DTIERVWHEV) PN ENLEDTH S, F
720 RIS, Sls e L-odEIZENE LToLERTH 5,
INZEXEEOME LT, Ho%EEEHO Lk L
72X 2 ZEINE FoEmrsBETAHEVIH1T
BHGE T T AT WER R ZALLL E OB LA A: U7 itk
LIEWTHZ ENTE B,

2 LZEiE, BT o 2o OR T, $RTHEN
e EE 5, F20 SROGH TH LD - 72 E At
DEALE, 45V REMOREITE V) BRPHEREDH WV
SRR DL LM ETAHI L RBRRNTIITE S
Vo L L—HTHEERRIN»A 7 v REHDF SITH
W EMEDIFONEZ EIIENTHS L, e FRY

IR S TR AR E LB L 22 L B FFETH
o o T, MEDREMBROZREZTETHZ LIXT
/RN BN (270 N S T g Y- oVl 5 X 1 770w
Ltio&ﬂﬁfééui\;wﬁ%®ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%if
FERIICE Z T S L ICEH L REDOERN D 5D TIE
TwprktlEbhs,

LbAA, AOBHRIIZOMOEHICL->THHRID
Boo Pl2IE, EFEOBEITETE D BEHigid Bk
BROEENEFh T BESN TS (1N 2000,
2006) o €9 L72iGE2sES b Lo Th i, 4o
DB EMBEOEAD 2 L &b AMOBMALR & DN
MR ZRIC & o TRHRMICESRIBE L2 & LTHAEHR
TlEv, 72720, 29 LWREEIZ D W T b it oK
L bk B DMEESLETH S I

100



AR ME AT 0 h AR TE RIS BT B kiR L o M & 2 o2k

V. bV IC—REELRE—

AETIE, RERHDPAATH o727 4 —F - L—=F
NV RO#EBE» ST LHe &z niiL., 7—7 <
VIS OBREHRET A EICE T, ATk
IZELZBENPETH o 2SI BT 2 WE bz 3
BB EZD LIS e IR T B, F o, BRS
EDZFONMZIIRT B I EDTE 2, ZOMESE, Shishy
A A2 03 2 5 I C 7 72 2 SeAR i oD M ASREE A § % & )
BRIC, ZERNEE D S RAGE OIS EIL L Tl &
W) X9 CORATSULEF O TH H v ek & iR
WTBIENTE, /2. €9 L2BED O SR
BB 2BELMHERICELT, HTOEREMALZ L
MNTE7,

7272, MEHIROACEFICE L T o2 0WE st
OB LTETELDOD, TOERRZINLEIN
ELIHNOBER 2 DT R o7, 551, 4
B o2 PR LA 2 MGES 5 72012h . 4l
LR % X 0 A o R % Sk U CMGIES
5Tl F7o, i L ok, LERUSAO. Rk
FOZOBMBBIT 2 BWICOVTOMIET 5 2 & 21TV
72 ZOLT, ATATRTT AL AYDOWRI & 7z
TlE, XMBERRELMKRL DS, 5HEBICERT
WX 720,

HE
KHERZHAIIEA 7V TORECFETEE TV LREERELE
BErERTAIBAZ 52 T0R2Z0AREr) TR, 22 THELN
TeBHRORH EMAN R ERET DI L EHFT LT nwie,
JE BB E IR HER S B4 R L SIS 2 W2 2vTn b,
TEHHE T d B PR R 520625 BT SAA8 4 BIF 58 o 87 1
OFERZFWLTCW/A222E, ARICEH LT THLEW720w s,
CHFLEHL BIFEd,

AEEAARE T V7 EHERE 1L RS - KEITBWTRELE
NEZME - GTIELbDTH S,

B ARWFZEE HARZAIRILE I X 5 P 17 4 R =P TE 2 Al Bl
& (GHRWIZE B / BbERR 5 14401030 / BFFEfEE 1 KERZ) D%
2 20 THEM S MR O RO —HTH %,

5| 3k

JEIAGH] 2004 [4 5 >, ¥— 5 — v MR O 1 3HmaE T
OAT ) T2 b3A5 46 MK S © RS AT &

FHK ME 2005 [SRERECA S VT 4 THRICH T TOAL T >,
T—= 7% YO T ERE] THARE 7 2755458 10 m#
& KREERHE] 34-38H, HAWT V7 FE %A,

VL EPER - BRIFEE] - B — 1965 [7— 7~ > 1
T AN A v DFEH] TR RS ZERT

LR - A E - MEE— 1966 [7—9~>v 01 J—WVAY
Nl BT AV — FOFE] RO SALFZERT

KEZ - AL 2006 [2005 4E8E A 5~ lBdaA — THA - 1
SV IEFRAEN] OF -5 —vREL ZoRE] ['FK 17 EE

HVLTT AN

GRAEPZBHRA VU B WBREWT VTR AERE S
Wik] 92-96 . HAWM T ¥ 7 &%,

el #1995 [AF 4 7ROV Y TIZHE T B RIEE RO
[V x> ] 38%2% 1637 Ho

BUFE - RIS E 1968 [F—F < v NyH=-wnl, #
L7 7 4 OFER] FRORFAFE AL e

TAUEREIE 2000 [74 7~ — v %] KfEQE - MESREH [¥
— 7 — VBFE - 1997, 1998 {EREEA T MR ORI -] 32-
40 H, st v 8 —,

PERKELZE - =BT - NIRe v - AEaE 2006 [HEURZAR A
FEMWERE M (7 U 7) WMEE NS EREE B T
W A7y T EOLE] ROURERE IR,

RIFEHE - WK () 1971 [F—I< YN AL 48 1%
ey I O] RUREYGE S ET

ZEBRIK 1976 [F— I < Y EE o B0 EE | VL EEREER
WRL SR El - R 297-329 L IRk

AMA=T  Pc RAYTA Y Py (BERIE - EEEFR
2001 [FEOMRAL - B o NEZRgE ] KR4

IR 2000 [F—F Y Mt 7 4 — Fb— FHEREOHERICOW
Tl W7 I 7] 175 89-94 Ho

PRI 2006 [4 5> « Fx)b—F LEEOALSBOHHE L
2] Tl LM ARERIE OIS UL SBlOKAL, 20
2578 55 18 Il [E B SCAL I PRATB T JE S s ) 11-35 B, 4l
SEATBOE NS LI A 52T

Adachi, T. 2005 The Iron Age pottery from Tappe Jalaliye layer I, II. in
Ohtsu et al. (eds.), 69-95.

Cinquabre, D. 1978 Les tombes de I'’Age du Fer en Iran du Nord-Ouest.
Paléorient 4: 335-346.

Curtis, J. 1995 Later Mesopotamia and Iran: Tribes and Empires 1600-539
BC. London, British Museum Press.

Dyson, R. 1965 Problems of Protohistoric Iran as seen from Hasanlu.
Journal of Near Eastern Sudies 24: 193-217.

Dyson, R. 1989 Rediscovering Hasanlu. Expedition 31(2-3): 3-11.

Fahimi, H. 2005 Observations on the distribution of Iron Age sites on the
Sefidrud river west bank. In Ohtsu et al. (eds.), 44-47.

Fallahiyan, Y. 2004 Manifestion of Iron Age | culture in the ancient
cemetery of Jamshidabad in Gilan. Archaeological Reports 2: 217-237.

Fukai, S. and Matsutani, T. 1978 HALIMEHJAN II: The Excavation at
Lameh Zamin. Tokyo, The Institute of Orient Culture, The University
of Tokyo.

Genito, B. 2005 The archaeology of the Median Period: An outline and a
research perspective. Iranica Antiqua 40: 315-340.

Haerinck, E. 1988 The Iron Age in Guilan: Proposal for a chronology. In
Curtis, J. (ed.), Bronze- working Centres of Western Asia c. 1000-539
B.C. 63-78. London and New Y ork, Kegan Paul Internatuional .

Hakemi, A. 1968 Kaluraz and the civilization of the Mardes. Archaeologia
Viva 1: 63-65.

Hakemi, A. 1973 Excavation Kaluraz, Gilan. Bulletin of the Asia Institute of
Pahlavi Museum 3: 1-7.

Medvedskaya, I.N. 1982 Iran: Iron Age |. BAR 126. Oxford, Archaeopress.

Minorsky, V. 1932 La Domination des Dailamites. Publications de la Sciété
Etudes Iraniennes et de |’ Art Persan 3.

Negahban, E. O. 1968 MARLIK a royal necropolis of the second
millennium. Archaeologia Viva 1: 59-62.

Negahban, E. O. 1996 Marlik: The Complete Excavation Report.
Philadelphia, University of Chicago Press.

Ohtsu, T., K. Yamauchi and J. Nokandeh (eds.) 2005 Preliminary Report of

101



W7 Y7ENE #8855 (2007 4F)

the Iran Japan Joint Archaeological Expedition to Gilan, Fourth
Season. Tokyo, Iranian Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organization
and Middle Eastern Culture Center in Japan.

Ohtsu, T., K. Yamauchi, J. Nokandeh and T. Adachi (eds.) 2006
Preliminary Report of the Iran Japan Joint Archaeological Expedition
to Gilan, Fifth Season. Tokyo, Iranian Cultural Heritage and Tourism
Organization and Middle Eastern Culture Center in Japan.

Sancisi-Weedenburg, H. 1985 What about the Median Empire? Fifth
Achaemenid History Workshop: 1-17.

Sancisi-Weedenburg, H. 1987 Decadence in the empire or decadence in the
sources? From sources to synthesis: Ctesias. In H. Sancoisi-

Weedenburg (ed.) Achaemenid History |: Sourses, Structures and
Synthesis, Proceedings of the Groningen 1983 Achaemenid History
Workshop, 33-45. Leiden, Nederlands Instituut voor Het Nabue Costen.

Sancisi-Weedenburg, H. 1994 The orality of Herodotous' Medikos Logos or:
the Median Empires revisited. In H. SancisiA-Weedenburg, A. Kuhrt
and M.C. Root (eds.) Achaemenid History VIII: Priceedings of the Last
Achaemenid History Workshop, 39-55. Leiden, Nederlands Instituut
voor Het Nabue Costen.

Young, T. C. 1964 A comparative ceramic chronology for Western Iran,
1500-500 B.C. Iran 3: 53-85.

HI ME
HEKFKFBEN AR IEFHE AR
Yui ARIMATSU

The University of Tokyo

102





