& m

T—Ib s T AT —EBHOEHARILETEICDWVLT
— LN/ DICE T BEERE CEMRTTE—

AT FA

The Tourist Development Project of Deir El-Qalaa in Lebanon Sumiyo TSUJIMURA

In 2003, the Lebanese Ministry of Culture planned to open the Roman city site of Deir El-Qalaa, to the public as an historic
park taking the opportunity of the withdrawal of Syrian troops that had occupied it since 1993. This project was started by a
consultant team directed by Dr. Y. Makaroun Bou-Assaf that made an inventory of the actual situation. Takura Izumi and
Sumiyo Tsujimura were dispatched by JICA at the request of the Ministry of Culture to assess the results of the inventory
and the pilot plan for preservation.

Located on a hill 10km east of Beirut, the site was divided into three parts by the consultant team, Area I (The Baal Marcod
Temple), Area 1T (Sacred Area including the Juno Temple with a memorial gate), and Area Il (Residential area including a
public bath, a Basilica and Nympheum). Because the Baal Marcod Temple, which is the third largest in scale in Lebanon, is
enclosed in the Maronite convent that was established in the middle of the eighteen century AD, the consulting team was not
able to make an inventory there.

Area II and I were surveyed and a detailed map on a scale of 1 to 100 was made. A long stone wall was built during this
project on the south side of Area II and tourists may look down at the ruins from there, but not enter. Therefore the largest
locale, Area Ill, where tourists are free to walk around is the main subject of the project.

Beside two main streets paved with flat stones of various shapes, dwellings, shops, a Roman bath, and a Basilica with a
mosaic floor are al situated near the junction of the two main streets. Some facilities for storing water including the
Nympheum and facilities for making olives oil also remain in this district. However, the ruins were greatly damaged due to
three primary causes: 1) exposure to the open for along term; 2) inaccuracy in the restoration by H. Kalayan in the 1960's;
and, 3) the erection of new buildings housing a Syrian army camp. Thus, since the site cannot be restored to its origina
condition the principle of the project should be maintained after removal of the modern construction work. According to this
principle, we made some proposals for avoiding further damage by keeping public access to a minimum.

In Lebanon, tourist development of archaeological sites will advance rapidly in the near future as a leading means for
economic reconstruction. To protect archaeological sites from the destruction that tourist development brings, the
strengthening of the Directorate General of Antiquities, that has jurisdiction over archaeological sites and activities, is
strongly encouraged.
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