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Standardized Shapes of Cylinder Seals in the Akkad Period
Tomoyasu KIUCHI
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Households are considered to be the basic socioeconomic unit in Mesopotamia during the Third Millennium B.C. Large-
scale households or public organizations managed by kings or rulers have been studied mainly by Sumerologists, but rarely
by other archaeologists. In this paper, | analyze the manufacturing processes of cylinder seals. The results indicate that
forms of cylinder seals are standardized in the Akkad period. Following this, | point out the possibility that seals were man-
ufactured depending upon each househould/public organization. However, the shapes of impressions as well as the seals

themselves were forced into a standardized form during this period.

Key-words: cylinder seals, manufacturing processes, standardization of shapes, large-scale public organization, Akkad
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