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New Archaeological Discoveries and the Formation of a Cultural Landscape at the Bamiyan Site
Kazuya YAMAUCHI
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In June, 2004, an archaeological survey was carried out within the framework of the “ Safeguarding of the Bamiyan Ste”
project funded by the UNESCO Japan Funds-in-Trust. The Bamiyan site is well known for its Buddhist caves and mural
paintings. However, the examination of the locations, orientation and distribution of the cave sites, and also newly identified
old cemetery sites during the survey will contribute to the future investigation of past human activities in the Bamiyan
region, including the Buddhist period. In addition, through the examination and investigation of the results of the
archaeological survey and texts written by Xuan Zang and Hui Chao, the author proposes a hypothesis about the creation of
the cultural landscape of the Bamiyan region.
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