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A Preliminary Report on the General Survey at the Ancient Egyptian Quarries, 2000-200|
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The writers conducted general surveys in the summers of 2000 and 2001 at the ancient New Kingdom quarries
in Upper Egypt. The primary purpose was to seek out important traces and inscriptions that were left by ancient
workmen and that have architectural significance. In this interim repori, the present state of several quarries is
described.

At the famous granite quarry at Aswan, some faint hieratic inscriptions in red ink were found near the
unfinished obelisk. One of these refers to “abd 2 3ht sw 4" (the second month of inundation season, day 4)
with a horizontal line.

In the largest sandstone quarry at Gebel Silsila, located 60km north of Aswan, a number of parallel horizontal
lines inscribed in red ink are preserved on the ceiling in the rock-cut gallery of Amenhotep 1V, as in the quarry
at Qurna. Among the lines, some marks can also be observed.

At the limestone quarry at Dibabiya, located 35km south of Luxor, there are two rock-cut galleries in the
mountain. The northern gallery has a large number of parallel lines inscribed in red ink on the ceiling. Between
these lines were found hieratic inscriptions dated from “‘abd 3 smw sw 27" (the third month of summer, day
27) to “abd I 3ht sw 23" (the first month of inundation season, day 23), as well as several marks made in
various places by workers.

These traces at the quarries seem to be some kind of administrative record for marking the progress of
quarrying works, and not all of them have been published in detail yet. This information is expected to shed

new light on the method of work organization at quarries in New Kingdom Egypt.
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