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A New Chronology of Pottery in Post-Kushan Period Bactria
Shumpei IWAI
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We need archaeological researches to understand the history of the Bactrian region because there are not enough
contemporary historical documents. This is especially true of the study of the pre—Islamic period. This article will
establish a new chronology which we can utilize for archaeological research of this region. The post-Kushan
period, from the fall of the Kushan dynasty to the invasion of the Moslems, is the era considered in this study.
First, I analyze the shapes of pottery that are found throughout the Bactrian region. These include bowls with
carinated bodies, large shallow bowls with two handles, oinochoe, pithos, and amphora. I divide each shape into
two types by using the typological method. Next, I examine the stratigraphical context of these types and
establish the transition. As a result of these analyses, four chronological stages can be identified : PK (Post
-Kushan) I, II, III, and 1V. Hoard of coins discovered with the pottery make it possible to date each stage.

According to my new chronology, the dates of some important archaeological sites must be revised. Furthermore,
it seems that the transition point of the pottery are not related at all to political events like nomadic invasions.

It is clear that we must reconsider the customary explanation of ‘‘destruction by nomads.”

Key-words : Bactrian region, Post-Kushan period, chronology of pottery, nomads, sedentary populations in oasis
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