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West Asian Horse Forehead Ornaments of 9th-6th Centuries B.C.
Yoshinobu TATSUMI
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West Asian horse forehead ornaments of the 9th—6th centuries B.C. can be classified in two groups termed A
and B. The A group is a form based on a trapezoid ; its width is generally comparatively wide. The B group
has a long and slender form, and its upper end is extremely narrow. In age, the A group precedes the B group.
There is also a difference in range between both groups. Although the A group was limited mostly to the
northwestern part, the B group was used over a comparatively large range. The author thinks that the difference

in form between two groups arose because of changes that occurred in the meaning of horse forehead

ornaments.
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