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A Preliminary Report on the Archaeological Survey at Tyre, 1999-2001
Ken MATSUMOTO, Takura IZUMI, Sumiyo TSUJIMURA, Hirokatsu WATANABE
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The Japan Archaeological Expedition, directed by Ken Matsumoto and Takura Izumi, surveyed the eastern area
of Tyre in south Lebanon from 1999 to 2001. The working area consisted of a planned highway Road and
its junctions in Ramli, and a new area planned for urbanization.

In 1999 we discovered 34 archaeological sites almost all of which belonged to Roman Hypogei in the highway
area. As rescue archaeology we excavated the hypogeum discovered accidentally and found many lamps, pottery
and glass dating to 2nd century B.C.

In 2000 and 2001 we surveyed around the Tel Maashuk area, which is one of the planned urbanization areas.
Thirty-one archaeological sites were discovered in that area. Most of them are dated to the Late Roman Age.
We found an ancient stone wall made of cutting limestone blocks and we collected various types of pottery and
tesserae in those sites.

As a result we recognized many hypogei dating to the Roman period in Ramali, as the satellite—sites located on
the foot of hills in Tyre. Also the Roman villas continued to exist until the late Roman period in Tel Maashuk area.
On this project we used high technical methods for archaeological survey, for example, ground penetrating radar
system for finding the structures in 1999, 3D measuring system with laser profiling system in 2000 and GIS with
DGPS in 2001.

Key-words : Tyre, international cooperation, archaeological site survey, tomb, mosaic
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