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Hieratic Inscriptions on the Remaining Wall of the Stone Building at the

Top of the Hill to the South of Abu Sir Shin-ichi NISHIMOTO
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A large number of hieratic inscriptions mentioning ‘the right side’ and ‘the left side’ have been found on the
stone blocks of the monument erected by Khaemwaset at the top of a hill in Abu Sir, suggesting the presence
of a workforce divided into two groups. Five inscriptions mentioning ‘the left side’ have been discovered on the
north wall of the building, whereas ‘the right side’ seems never to be mentioned there, apparently clearly
reflecting a process in which work at the construction site was divided between two groups of builders. This
division of the workforce at the Theban royal and private tombs is well known from textual material ; however,
recent detailed studies of the mural paintings in the tombs have suggested that, in fact, there was no strict
division of responsibility at the site, except for administrative convenience. However, since this result has been
obtained from analyses of the styles of individual painters and from an architectural perspective, it is natural
to assume that slightly different methods were used in the course of building and that each of the two divisions

of the workforce must have been given responsibility for different parts of the construction.

Key-words: Ancient Egypt, New Kingdom, inscription, building process, work organization
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