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Culture and Trade in Neolithic Balochistan :

Trade and Social Stratification as seen from Grave Goods Hideaki SHUDAI
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Grave goods from Neolithic Mehrgarh in Balochistan included many beads of Lapis-Lazuli that had been
extracted from mines in Badakhshan, Pamir. Lapis-Lazuli was distributed over Ancient Western Asia in the
‘Ubaid Period, from the early 4th millennium B.C. onward. A examination of Lapis-Lazuli as grave goods at
Neollithic Mehrgarh, 7000-5000B.C., demonsirates that, during the pre-ceramic Neolithic period, Lapis-Lazuli
beads were buried with children and adults. During the ceramic Neolithic period, beads tend to concentrate with
adult male, but not with family groups. The exchange of Lapis-Lazuli in the Neolithic did not cause Mehrgarh

soclety to stratify into classses.
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