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The Mesopotamian Ceramic Vessels from the Arabian Gulf,

the 5th to the Ist Millennia B.C. Takeshi GOTOH
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In the Arabian Gulf, Mesopotamian ceramic vessels have been found in the archaeological contexts almost
through the ages. The ¢ Ubaid potsherds indicate periodical visitors from S. Mesopotamia for maritime resources.
The Jemded Nasr pots suggest that the gulf had been incorporated in the Proto-literate/Proto- Elamite trade
network. The Umm an-Nar Civilization (Magan) had a collection of Mesopotamian vessels as a result of its
prosperous maritime trade. Magan’s role was taken over by the Barbar civilisation (Dilmun) around 2000 B.C.
Mesopotamian vessels remarkably increased after the early Dilmun period and had exclusively prevailed in the
inner part of the gulf until the mid-1st millennium B.C. when the last Mesopotamian dynasty was overthrown.
These Mesopotamian vessels are useful to estabish a chronology of the ancient history of the Gulf and we can

even find clues to the economic activities and the human migrations.
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