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An Examination of the Core Reduction Sequence at Amud Cave
and its Bearing on the Technological Variability in the Levantine Mousterian Seiji KADOWAKI
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This article aims at examining the variability of the Levantine Mousterian in terms of the technology of making
stone 1ools. Recent studies on lithic assemblages from Kebara, Keoue and Amud cave, which are affiliated to
the Tabun B type, have suggested some of the technological features of B type assemblages. These assumptions
concern Levallois core reduction technology and the shift of the core reduction technique in the course of the
core reduction process. We will focus on the latter feature in this article. In order to test the assumption, |
conducted technological analysis of the lithic assemblage from layer B2 of Amud Cave, Israel. This material
has not yet been fully reported, but previous studies have suggested that this assemblage is assigned to Tabun
B type. The present study of Levallois debitage and cores of Amud materials indicates the occurrence of the
technological change in the course of the core reduction process. This technological change involves the
production of blades in the early stages of core reduction, and the intensive point and flake detachment in the
later part of the core reduction process. This technological change is also manifest in flaking direction which
is shown on the core surface : one-axis oriented flaking is likely to occur in early stages of core reduction, which
is replaced by the centripetal flaking in later stages. Earlier studies also suggested that blade production tends
to last until the end of the core reduction in D type assemblages. Differences in the stage of blade production
between B type and D type assemblages may further involve the different blade production techniques.
Additionally, shift of the flaking direction in core reduction process in Amud was compared with that of Keoue.
The Result indicates the different way of change in flaking direction between Keoue and Amud. It is assumed
that this stems from the different strategy of Levallois point production employed in later stages of core
reduction.

Key-words : Levantine Mousterian, Technological variability, Tabun model, Amud Cave, Core reduction tech-

nique

FL®IZ DERZ2HEET 2z vy b FLART )T >
COWMEBETRHRAAZTZALOT Ly P (Amud) ff[AfH»S (Levantine Mousterian) 2 i, & 1 2 Fe it 2684t 4 522
it L7-asErhics U, AsrBfFEM o s 217w, % T5, VY7 Y MUAAAT VT W7 7 OhifllHE

A7 THELEFE F25 2001 F 83-94 H

OBHAWET 7 HH¥E 5



W7 S7HELY B2E (2001 4F)

BEMK T 2B OPORBMEMDO—DTHY, TDEHNT
b i b FESEI S WIFRDHEA TV %, TFROARRRA
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