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Commercial Activity in the Lake Kinneret Region
from the Persian to Early Hellenistic Periods Kumi MAKINO
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Changes in the material culture of the Lake Kinneret region illuminate and help to explain the process of
Hellenization in Ancient Palestine. This study is based on the results of recent excavations at the site of Ein
Gev on the eastern shore of Lake Kinneret. Comparative study with the material from Tel Anafa, about 25
km north from the Lake, done by Dr. A. Berlin is also added.

In 1990, R. H. Smith pointed out a cultural break in the southern Levant during the Persian and early Hellenistic
Period, when few remains are evident. However recent excavations of several sites, including Ein Gev, had
revealed traces of human activity in these periods in two regions, the Eastern Mediterranean Coast and the Lake
Kinneret region. Architectural remains and the material culture at some sites in the former region, especially at
Tel Dor, reflect Phoenician commercial activity in these periods. So does the material culture of Ein Gev and
Tel Anafa in the Lake Kinneret region.

An examination of the material change at Ein Gev and Tel Anafa from the Persian to the Hellenistic Period
shows the following : 1) Hellenization as shown by an increase of imports from the Aegean world is only in the
Late Hellenistic Period ; 2) Phoenician activity is observed from the Persian to the early Hellenistic Period ; 3)
The Phoenician activity at Ein Gev seems to be more related to commerce, as objects such as Lebanese Transport
Jars and Cypro-Archaic Import Jugs indicate, than at Tel Anafa, which, according to Berlin, is “likely an
offshoot of nearby Phoenician settlements and source of caravan supplies”, because Phoenician plainware
household vessels are dominant.

These findings, which draw a different picture from the culture break noted by Smith, lead me to the hypothesis
that there is a unique condition applicable only to the Lake Kinneret region whereby the advantages provided by

the lake environment make the area suitable for indirect commercial activity as a hinterland of Phoenicia.
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(Italian thin walled Ware)
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(Cypriot Gray)
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(A new eastern sigillata)
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RPWT 7+ T (O—FARE) ddl] P

(Eastern Mediterranean Amphora)

ANty F—18 (7 ZHh) =

(Spatter Ware)

FrZF7 - k3T rAA 48 (BREBEH) T - 7 TR
(Phoen[c[an Semli FineWare)

7r=F7HELR (1 AT T)VEMBLILE)
(Phoenician White Ware)

HYSvTHEERAE (FF Ly MEALD
(Galilean Cook ware)

T 4 MERF 8%
(Sandy Cook Ware)

2w T MEEREE
(Gritty Cook Ware)

Ty F—MEAR (I7 i)

(Bricky Cooking Fabric)
REAMBEHELF—SFA (INYUINLEH. AOFAIFE. 7257 BEE)

?
Fh—1) B AHUT > - =)

(Black Slipped Prodecessor, Eastern Sigillata A)
HBFS—-FA

TH77
— L T

M5 T2 E 7 )7 7 S Ot SR REO LK

64



BEHAE <y v B0 ST~y = XARRO F > 2 vy bl 51 225358

TE72=F7 3+ 774 +% (Phoenician Semi
Fine Ware), 7z =%7 - (613 (Phoenician White
Ware), L3/ 22 B #8438 (Lebanese Transport
Jar) BHELTWw5, £/, A= X ARREMEEL T

HithepiEitk 7 > 7 4 5 (Eastern Mediterranean Am-

phora) L TWwa, ZheD53b, £¥3i-774 4
7 x=F7a6BLHE. o8BV FELLTHET
EH3INS 7 7 7 PRRE HOMBHE, R, I, %,
KELELVSLBETHEENATEY, 7x=F7A0HE
Uz Z 5 Lo iciiR, b L < BEWMICHEL Twi:
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T, Blczy « ¥ 7S E~LY v RO ST~ =X
ARRIEOLFTZ S LB nEELTws, 25 Lk
Ny B S~ = X ARRIC B 3 8O A%
=i, ~r =X ARROBEEFECEBicBWwT 7 =
=F7 &L E LEREZSFEHBITbhTniz2 %
RTbDEWVZ LS,

Rz, HEOMEOENTH L, > ¥ TELT7F 77
DU B L TROKRE B H1X, 777 7 CHM
AL = X AR I © — 7 e ep g R, N7 Y7
4 Z V7 v fo R i & OB A A A L T
BOIKL, =¥ T TRE—FR « 7274 70OfC
TAw¥a =R HN7 >« R—Hfin LinH
LT WIEThHE, ¥ - FThbHEL 74w
Ya s U= FRAFNT v B= iz DT OB
BFiTbhTwiwd, SHE»el 7L -7 F 77 h o b H
El7, IAFU)NES. AT RANEE, 72=%7
BEER & v o T 2 PERD &+ AR F— 5 ¥ Al
BHLTWw3, #-T, =2 - FY7D8MCTF7 7138
DL E Z S EBs{Ton L BME R L3 TaE R
VW, —H., TY « FTTIE, Ly e B SEIEAL =
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NS ¥ BT AR— b EFEER 225 O KB FE DS
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5ZORRIC7 = =% 7 2 ED LB EHHThbA T
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=F 78|/ % L HELTwS (Berlin 1997 : 18-19),

CTUICTHAT

BLED XS5, =y v B o @i~ v = X AR O
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FUAVy ML, 7 2 = F 7 OMEWEETFICH > 17,
P F ) v v R S OBMMEHLMARB S 3 &
ICARBDIE, FRcFr vy Mk TR, Fo0b0

B~V =X AR TH D | FFICEEY Y 7 > iR
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7x=FT7HRESELTWEIEERRLTLS,
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AmEELFLOEHNL, 7+ 77, BTy « 70D
b DFEEIC BT DEAROFE I EM A~ L = X AR L
DEITIRPRL, BETF 77, =¥ - ¥ yTik7z2=F
TIZAZOHRMPEL{ RO ThHB B0 F—
WO, 74 7V A, Bl BT THEO
L, 7F7 701y « #7132 %F 5 LR dgERs R
TWuHEWILTHD, 23 LI kid, HirhyEis g ss
PGB OB TH o oD L., F > 21y bRz
HEEDZ G — bt 21T KRG b s, Sz iy
VNIRRT LD R T a2 T OB E LTHAS
NEZEERLTWVLS,

7z=FTWESTDF 3Ly b RN,
B OIE IR I U g2 g dktnc Nz T, Hiz s
TAHAERHLTY YT « AVEY 37~ HithyE
HHE~ ACE Vs o TR E R L TT AL,
WM ~ZERE 2T Tl i Th 5 5, Rkl
S7 74 L8R, BNV =X ABROT LT T 7
ThVeIN D74y, Fr, ZLTHF3ry b
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B, Ihooiifiafint, 7x=2F 7l s any
YMNEEANTD F A2 vy b#lZ#-> THOR Y x
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D L7cdRAs . 7 on, fLHE % Ul- NEEL— b O#LS
ELTH ALy MR ERIHLED LT3 72=2%7
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iz, vy MO EOLSEEERICH -
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BAFEB L OpEL NG, F—ICid. BEOFT S
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e LTktBoMcT « VATEES R T 7 v ay b
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