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The evolution and transformation of human society has been discussed from the viewpoint of exchange, based

on the generalization of exchange modes working in each society.

However, economic anthropology, which

provided the theoretical background for these studies, is on the decline, and the archaeological studies on

exchange mechanisms are declining in power. In this article the author reviews the study history of exchange

mechanisms and asserts that new approaches on the exchange mechanisms must be established for the

processual study of social complexity and transformation of social organization.

Key-words : exchange mechanisms, material distributions, economic anthropology, forms of social organization,

mode of trade.
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