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On the Ancient Cemeteries of the West Bank of the Sefidrud River Kazuya YAMAUCHI
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The Sefidrud River runs through the southeastern part of Gilan province, which is located in the northwest of
Iran. On the west bank of this river, many ancient cemeteries have been found along the valleys created by the
branches of the Sefidrud River. The inhabitants of this region live by a transhumance along the valleys between
the summer camps at higher altitudes and the winter camps at lower altitudes. All the ancient cemeteries are
located on the steep slopes or hill sides beside these summer and winter camps, which situate on easy slopes or
flat places. Therefore, it is supposed that in the ancient time, transhumance was practiced as now and the

cemeteries were made beside both the winter camps and summer camps.

Key-words : west bank of the Sefidrud River, ancient cemetery, transhumance, winter camp, summer camp
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