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Some Remarks on the Recognition of the Early Pre-Pottery Neolithic B
Based on the Typological Analysis of Points Takurou ADACHI
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The origins and regional diversities of the Early PPNB (Pre-Pottery Neolithic B) culture in the Levant have been
debated at length among scholars. One of the central issues in this debate is confusion among Helwan points
and Byblos points which are both important indicators of the Early PPNB lithic assemblage. Gopher defined
Helwan points as one of the diagnostic tools of the Early PPNB lithic assemblage and discussed their wide
distribution in the Levant. Based on this, he assigned the Mureybetian (Mureybet 111) phase to the Early PPNB
culture.

In this paper, Gopher’s hypothesis will be discussed in detail. The major point is that Helwan points can be
classified into two sub-groups : Sheikh Hassan points and Nahal Levan points. This classification is based on
the difference in lithic technology. Sheikh Hassan points are fashioned by abrupt or semi-abrupt retouch and
have no barbs, while Nahal Levan points are fashioned by regular or flat retouch and have a pair of barbs.
Only Sheikh Hassan points can be considered as an indicator for the Early PPNB lithic assemblage. The
occurrence of Sheikh Hassan points is considered as the development of large-size points in the Early PPNB.
Furthermore, this phenomenon led to the diversity of point size and form during the Middle PPNB. The period
diagnosed by Sheikh Hassan points should be considered as the PPNB culture, because it has new material

culture, rectlinear structures and naviform cores.
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i AN TWwT Wiz (Cauvin, J. 1978 40) #3, ZO#X
IVEEI A icERE s hE ahCwb (Cauvin, J. 1987:
327), ZOFTIESNIEIXG P S A5 &, AP S A
B7o v OMBESFEEL T WD I LIk D, 120, AL A
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HbH (FEAL995 :112),
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AL Tw3 (Cauvin, M.-C. 1994 : 285) (352-1E),
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47, 1987 : 326-329; Cauvin, M.-C. 1994 ; 281-288), 275
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