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Changes in Pottery Manufacturing and the Sphere of a Local Society :
A Summary of the 1998 Symposium Hiroyuki KAWANISHI
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Two themes, changes in pottery manufacturing and social spheres, are adapted in this paper from the various
topics presented in our 1998 Symposium. Some comparison of West Asia with China and Japan is attempted
and a consideration of where further problems lie is discussed under these themes. As to the changes in pottery
manufacturing, a mass production system was achieved in the Proto-Dynastic Period and afterward the
stratification and discrimination by means of materials and technigues became prominent in the Dynastic Period.
Both West Asia and China are similar in following such a process, though the way the stratification was attained
is different. In the case of Japan, the course of the transition is rather close to that of West Asia and China,
although some important differences relating 1o state formation are also recognised. The presence of 40 km and
200 km spheres is recognised through archaeological evidence not merely in West Asia and China but even in
Japan. In consequence, it is quite possible that they were in existence as social spheres for human activities
notwithstanding the differences of local natural features and agriculture, and the disparity of the degree of
civilization. If this may be acknowledged, from what did the differences of early civilizations between West Asia
and China as shown in the city form, i. e. organized and planned, result? Why were cities not born along with
State formation in the Kofun Period in Japan? These questions extending from social sphere theory are referred

fo.
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planned city and unplanned (organic) city
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