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Ceramic Production as Recorded in Cuneiform Texts lzumi YODA
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Among cuneiform sources relevant to ceramics, one Neo-Sumerian text (dated to the end of the third millennium
B. C.) records the required days for production, the capacity and the number of each type of container. This
indicates 1) the close classification and the exact standardization of ceramics, 2) the intention of the administra-
tion to control ceramic production, and 3) the practice of mass-production. The archaic texts from Uruk (dated
to the second half of the fourth through the beginning of the third millennia B. C.) seem to already point in

such a direction: they make distinctions and anticipate the standardization of ceramics by showing many

pictographic signs related to them.
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