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Craft Specialization and Social Complexity :

An Overview of Pottery Production Systems of Ancient Mesopotamia Yoshihiro NISHIAKI
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This paper is an overview of the literature concerning the specialization in pottery production in ancient
Mesopotamia and its implications for understanding the emergence of urban society. It suggesis that pottery
production prior to the early 4th millennium BC was mostly conducted under the independent specialization
system, while that of the later period was apparently governed by a mixed system of independent and attached
specialization. The shift seems a rapid one, probably guided by a variety of social factors such as political and

symbolic demands in an increasingly complex society.
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